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President  
 pwgossett@juno.com            Paul Gossett 
 (918) 742-1204                      129 East 33rd Place 
                                                Tulsa, OK 74105-2542 
 
Vice President                       Gary White 
In2iris@yahoo.com              701 Old Cheney Rd 
(402) 421-6394                       White Lincoln, NE 68512  
 
Secretary                                  Linda Sercus 
Ls1124@aol.com                       474 Upper Mountain Ave 
( 973 ) 783 5974                        Upper Montclair, NJ 07043 
 
Treasurer                                 Rita Gormley 
gormelygreenery@aol.com       P. O. Box 177 
 (563) 513 0504                        DeLeon Springs, FL 32130 
 
Northeast Dir                            Donna James(reg 1,2,3 ,19)                   
Ron2don@twcny@rr.com    887 County Rte  3 
 315 598 3346                            Hannibal, NY 13074 
  
North Centeral Dir                  Barbara Jackson (Reg 6,8,9,11,16,21) 
Cholte@wi.rr.com                  2421 McDonald Ave 
 (262) 641-2895                       Brandon, MB R7B 0A6 CANADA 
     
Northwest Dir                       Robert Karr (Reg 13,14) 
iris@sprucecorner.com          205 N. Craig Ave 
(509) 447-2552                      Newport WA 99156 
 
Southwest  Dir                       Susan Boyce (Reg 12,15,20,23) 
Irisgal@hotmail.com                5123 S. 3500 W  
(801) 985-0255                   Roy, UT 84067 
 
South Central Dir                 Joe Spears (Reg 10,17,18,22) 
irises@argyleacres.com           910 Pioneer Circle. 
 (940) 464-3680                       Argyle, TX 76226 
 
Southeast  Dir                       Judy P Hunt (Reg 4,5,7,24) 
irishunt@bellsouth.net            6701 Echo Trail 
(502) 267-5074                       Louisville, KY 40299-5105    
   
 International                           Darlene Cook 
threesisters@woosh.co.nz        20 Tane St 
 0649-827-7386                      New Lynn, Auckland 0600 
                                                  New Zealand 
   
 Cultivar Preservation             Jean Richter 
  richter@eecs.berkeley.edu      1226 High Street 
 (510) 864-7962                         Alameda CA 94501     
 
Public Relations                   open            
 
Slides                                        Robert Karr  
iris@sprucecorner.com             205 N. Craig Ave 
(509) 447-2552                         Newport WA 99156 
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Display Gardens                Laetitia Munro                                          
973-208 8490                      49 Hilltop Rd                                             

Lmmunro@hotmail.com     Newfoundland NJ 07435                      
 

Membership                       Judy Eckhoff 
Judye@msinter.net              7911 S. Yoder Rd                
(620) 662-8083                     Haven, KS 67543-8114                     

 
Publications Sales                 Dorothy Stiefel                                        
Irisacher@aol.com                  260 Michigan Hollow Rd 
(607) 589-7465                     Spencer NY 14883 

 
Commercial Sources               Jeff Walters 
Iriscomsource@yahoo.com      11759 Woodburn Rd 

435 245-6169                             Spartansburg, SC 29302-3440 
 

Variety ID                                  Phil Edinger 
707 894-3225                             PO Box 637 

           Cloverdale, CA 95425                          
           

Webmaster                                Mike Unser 
garden.of.mu@gmail.com          PO Box 6308 
(360) 432-8900                          Olympia, WA 98507                             

 
Archives/Historian                      Gesine Lohr 
gesine.lohr@gmail.com               1226 High Street                           
(510) 864-7962                             Alameda CA 94501                              

  
Databank                                      Carlos Ayento 
brightonparkiris@yahoo.com   6108 S. Natchez Avenue  
 (773) 750-7072                        Chicago, IL 60638                         
 

    Honoraries & Awards                    Anne Lowe 
    anne@worldiris.com                     12219 Zilles Rd.     
   (804) 265-8198                                Blackstone, VA 23824--9394 
 
   Roots Editor                                  Gesine Lohr 
   gesine.lohr@gmail.com                 1226 High St. 
    (510) 864-7962                             Alameda, CA 94501         
 
    Rhizome Sale Chair                     Janice Thompson 
   ciris03@yahoo.com                    2970 Luella Road. 
    903-893-9195                               Sherman,TX 75090 
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Angel Iris Farm                                                             
Don & Janice Thompson                                              
Sherman, TX                                Region 17        
 

Barbara Jackson 
BJ’s Iris Patch                               Region 16 
Brandon, Canada       

Pickle Barrel Historic Iris Garden 
Grand Marais, MI                  Region  6 
 

Argyle Acres                                                                 
Joe & Donna Spears 
Argyle, TX                                   Region 17      
  

David Jewell                                 Region 02 
Lindsay, Ontario Canada 

 PJ’s Iris Patch                                                            
Paul & Melissa Sizemore                                           
Chapel Hill, TN                      Region 7 
                                                   

Carlos Ayento – Brighton Park Iris                              
Chicago, IL                                    Region 9                 
 

*Kanabec History Center    
Mary Duvall                                   Region  8 
Brook Park, MN                                                  
 

Marsha Preston  
Marquett,e MI 49855             Region 6                      

George Bacon    
Brooklyn, WI                                Region 8 
 

David and Judith Kennedy      
Kennedy Iris Farm                          Region 14                    
Tehachapi CA 

Rainbow Iris Farm     
Kelly D. Norris                      Region 21 
Bedford, IA                  

 
Mary Blatz                                    Region 5 
Irisgal                           
Marcellus NY 

 
Terance Laurin/Kate Brewitt                  
Aurora, Ontario Canada                   Region 02 

 
Rebert’s Iris Garden                               
 Doris Rebert                            Region 8                   
Westminster, MD                                                       
 

 
Bluebird Haven Iris Garden  
Mary Hess                                 Region 14                   
Somerset, CA                                            
 

 
Gesine Lohr & Jeanne Richter     
Alameda,  CA                                   Region 14    
 

 
Riverview Iris Garden     
Tony and Irene DeRose 
Caldwell, ID                             Region 11                 
 

  
Mike Chantry                                                                
Placerville, CA                            Region 14 

 
Longfellow  National Historic Site 
Miss Alice Longfellow’s Garden 
Cambridge, MA                               Region 1                     
 

 
Marilyn Rogers   
Hixson, MN                              Region 7 
  

Chillicothe Downtown Memorial Park 
Suzanne Butler 
Chillicothe, Tx    70225              Region 17 

 
Wanda Lunn 
Cedar Rapids, IA                            Region 21 

 
*Sass Memorial Iris Garden 
  Susan Anderson                        Region 21               
  Bellevue,  NE                                                           

 
Judy Eckhoff 
Haven, KS 67543                        Region 18 

 
Mark and Fran Madden 
 Somerset, CA                            Region 14 
                                             

 
Seagate Iris                                                                 
 Julian Browse,                                                           
 Long Sutton Links England                                      

 
Enchantment Acres Flower Farm    
Ron and Donna James                 Region 5                   
Hannibal, NY                                                       
  

  
Sydney Ann Martin   
Kansas City, MO                        Region 18 

 
 garden for both MIS ake Isabella, CA                     
Lake Isabella, CA                     Region 14                 
 

 
Fritz Lehmann 
Wehr, Germany 

 
 *Missouri Botanical Garden 
Jim Morris – volunteer 
St. Louis, MO                              Region 18 

 
Robert Strohman 
Louisville KY                           Region 7                   

 
 *Frederick Law Olmsted 
National Historic Site         
 Brookline, MA                       Region 1                       
 

 
Cathy Moyer                                Region 5 
Manchester PA 17345 

 
Superstition Iris Gardens 
Rick Tasco and Roger Duncan 
 Cathey’s Valley, CA              Region 14                   
 

Friendship Gardens                                                       
Rainbow Iris Garden              Region 6 
Ken & Joan  Roberts     
 

 
Monticello, /Tufton Farm 
Charlottesville, VA                 Region 4 

 
Mike Unser                                                                 
Shelton, WA                            Region 13                  
 

 
Charlotte Holte  
Holte’s Henhouse Garden     R  egion 4 
New Berlin, WI                                      
                                                 

 
Laetitia  Munro  
Newfoundland NJ                Region 19     

 
Winterberry Gardens 
  Don & Ginny Spoon 
  Cross Junction, VA               Region 4                     

 
Eleanor Hutchison 
Ste Anne, Manitoba Canada  Region 16   
  

 
Presby Memorial Iris Gardens 
Upper Montclair, NJ           Region 19                         

 
 Windsor Forest Gardens 
Chuck Bingham                      Region 8                     
Altoona, WI 54720 

 
 Iris Colorado  
 Lowell Baumunk                Region 20 
 Littleton, CO                               

 
Newport Naturals 
Robert and Linda Karr         Region 15 
Newport, WA                   

 

Iris City Garden    
Primm Springs    TN            Region 7 

 
Pat Porr   
Porr House Iris Garden        Region 5                                 
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                            Iris Cut Flower Display at Argyle Iris Gardens, Tx 
    
 

                        
 
 
                            Windsor Forest Iris Garden – Altoona Wisconsin
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Region 1: Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut & Rhode Island          
 
* Fredrick Law Olmsted National Historic Site 
 National Park Service                                                                                                                                     Contact: Alan Banks 
 99 Warren St                                                                                                                                                  Phone  617-566-1689 
 Brookline, Massachusetts 02445                                                                                                    E-mail: Alan_banks@nps.gov 
 Mostly 1920's - early 30's introductions                                                                                          Website: www.nps.gov/frla 
     
 Facility : Public, Federal National Historic Site, on the Register of Historic Places.  The site transcends the traditional role of a historic 
house museum by also serving as a center for the study and preservation of American landscapes.  From this location, Frederick Law 
Olmsted and his successors designed thousands of public and private landscapes, forever changing the face of our nation.  The Olmsted 
firm's portfolio includes such notable projects as New York City's Central Park, Stanford University and the Biltmore Estate in Asheville, 
N. C.  Today the park assists researchers with archival documentation for Olmsted-designed landscapes, shares technical expertise in 
historic preservation and maintenance, and develops landscape educational programs and curriculums.  Together these programs enhance 
appreciation and stewardship of America's most valued public spaces.  
 
The intimate landscape has been meticulously restored to the 1920-1930 time period.  This was done to reflect the original design that 
Olmsted and his sons created and to allow for a better interpretation of the grounds and the larger design concepts it illustrates.  Groups of 
irises are labeled with name of the variety. There is a new brochure on the landscape available.  A list of the irises, with hybridizers and 
dates, is available upon request.   The Archives has a collection of iris catalogs. 
  
Directions:  Five miles from Boston to Brookline.  Route 128/I-95 exit 20, to Route 9 East.  Follow to the Brookline Reservoir on your 
right.  Just after the Reservoir, turn right onto Warren St. The Olmsted NHS is located at 99 Warren St., at the corner of Warren & Dudley 
St. Parking is off Dudley St. 
 
Parking: Please call ahead to be updated on where to park, due to the construction. 
  
Bloom time: Late April - early July 
 The small heirloom Japanese Iris collection is located at the rear of the courtyard.  It is a construction site this year.   The plants will be 
reinstalled next year. Heirloom irises in the ravine garden, known as the “Hollow” include 22 historic varieties in bloom from late May 
through late June, and woodland irises in bloom mid-April through May. 
 
Open: Museum has been closed for renovations to the HVAC systems.  Tours should resume in Fall 2011. The grounds will continue to 
be open sunrise to sunset year round. Call before you plan to visit if you wish to see a plant list or discuss the irises with the gardener.   
Call to make an appointment with the Archives if you plan to do research on Olmsted designed projects. 
 
Restaurants:  Numerous coffee shops, restaurants of all types nearby in the Brookline Village area.    
 
Restrooms: Accessible. House exhibit space and restroom are wheel chair accessible.  Historic design office is multi-level with stairs. 
 
Iris Sales: Not available. We trade for heirloom iris in August.  There will be a bookstore open in late 2011 when the construction in 
over. 
 

                                                                            
                                                                           Anne Leslie (Sturtevant 1918) 
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* Longfellow House – Washington’s Headquarters National Historic Site 
Alice Longfellow Garden 
105 Brattle Street                                                                                                                                          Phone  617-876-4491 
Cambridge, MA 02138                                                                                                           E-mail: mona_mckindley@nps.gov 
                                    Nancy Jones, Park Ranger    nancy_jones@nps.gov  
14 historics, 1 modern TB                                                                                                       Website www.nps.gov/long 
     
 Facility : The landscaped grounds are open sunrise to sunset, year round. House tours are seasonal, from  June to October, Wednesday 
through Sunday only.    Mondays and Tuesdays; the house is closed. This is a National Historic Site and the home of  popular 19th 
century poet Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 1827-1882, and headquarters of General George Washington during the early months of the 
American Revolution, July 1775 – March 1776. The grounds have many original features. American Elms grace the fore court or front 
lawn. Historic lilac hedges from Henry Wadsworth Longfellow’s time line the property boundary and encircle the lawn areas. The formal 
garden is newly restored. Visit the park website www.nps.gov/long for history, photos, restoration of the gardens and other information.  
The garden features 7 varieties of heirloom New England Asters, and 12 varieties of heirloom garden phlox. It also has a collection of 
newly planted hybrid tea and hybrid perpetual roses.  There are 15 varieties of tall bearded irises and 4 varieties of Japanese Irises in the 
formal, geometric planting.  The peak of their season is May through June.  Floral bouquets are cut on Fridays for display in the visitor's 
center to give the viewer an idea of how Alice used her cut flower garden to ornament the house. 
 
Directions:  From I-90/Massachusetts Turnpike: Take the Allston/Cambridge exit towards Cambridge. Cross over bridge and turn left 
onto Memorial Drive. Follow Memorial Drive past major intersection with John F. Kennedy Street and bear right onto Hawthorn Street. 
Take next left onto Mt. Auburn Street and next right onto Willard Street. Turn right onto Brattle Street at next intersection. Longfellow 
NHS will be on immediate left at # 105. 
 
From points North/Rt 128: Take Route 2 exit towards Boston/Cambridge. Follow Fresh Pond Parkway and turn left onto Mt. Auburn 
Street. Turn left onto Willard Street and right onto Brattle Street. Longfellow NHS will be on immediate left at # 105. 
 
Public Transportation: From downtown Boston by MBTA/subway: Take Red Line (Alewife) train outbound. Exit at Harvard Square and 
follow signs out of station for Church Street. At intersection of Church and Brattle Streets, turn right onto Brattle and walk for 7-10 
minutes. Longfellow NHS is on right hand side of Brattle Street at 105. 
 
Parking: Only 2 handicapped spaces on site.  
 
Bloom time: June through July. 
 
Garden Open: Dawn to Dusk every day. 
 
Other Places of Interest Nearby is Harvard University with its several museums and Harvard Square is only a 10 minute walk away.  
 
Restaurants:  Many restaurants in Harvard Square.  
 
Restrooms: Accessible.   
         
Iris Sales:   Not available. We will trade our excess when dividing, in 2010, for other heirlooms.    
                                                             

                                                  
                                                             Dawn (Yeld, 1911)
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Region 2: New York & Long Island 
 
 
Enchantment Acres Flower Farm  
 Donna & Ron James                                                                                                                             Phone: (315) 598-3346 
 887 County Rte 3                                                                                                                 E-mail: Ron2Don@twcny.rr.com 
 Hannibal, New York 13074-2356                                                                               Website:  www.enchantmentacres.com 
 500 H + 2000 bearded and beardless 
 A HIPS tour garden for the year 2000 convention 
 
 Facility :  Enchantment Acres is a family operated commercial enterprise. We field grow Tall Bearded Iris, Siberian, Japanese, and 
Louisana. The gardens have developed with extensive plantings of superb collections of historic irises.  We also grow over 2500 different 
daylilies, 600 hosta, lots of grasses, peonies and heuchera.  Donna has created many charming and unique mini garden rooms, with ample 
seating areas, where one can realax and listen to the magical sounds of running water in the many water features.  All the garden rooms 
are brimming with lush colorful flowers, heady fragrances, and touches of whimsical artifacts and birdhouses. Come see and enjoy our 
new addition of an enchanting “train garden” with real stream and whistles.  There is something to catch everyone’s eye! We are within 
20 miles of four other Historical Iris Gardens.  There is adequate parking for cars, vans or buses. 
 
Directions:  From Syracuse, take Rte. 690 N, which turns into Rte. 48.  When reaching Fulton, turn left onto Rte. at stoplight (bridge on 
right) & a Pizza Hut on the left.  Head west on Rte.3 toward Hannibal, past County 'Salt Dome'.  Proceed to next four corners (Muck Dr.), 
left onto Muck Dr. (short paved/dirt road). Left on Co Rte 3. On the left, you will see a long grey ranch-type house # 887 with a shop in 
front & Enchantment Acres Flower Farm sign. 
 
Bloom-time:  Approximate peak bloom for TB's is the first or second week of June.  There are medians that come into bloom earlier, 
with Siberians, Japanese, and Louisiana, flowering about the third or fourth week of June.  It is always a good idea to call ahead when 
traveling so as to know what might be blooming.  Ron and Donna have a wide variety of shade-loving plants, hostas, succulents, 
daylilies, and other perennials available. 
 
Open: It is best to call ahead and make an appointment. 
 
Restaurants:  Picnicking is permitted, but there is an open pond.  Children MUST be supervised at ALL times.  There are eating places 
in near-by Hannibal, Fulton or Oswego. 
 
Restrooms:  Yes, private but available. 

                                                                      
                                                        Depute Nomblot (Cayeux, 1929) 
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Mary Blatz   
Garden Name: Irisgal                                                                                                                        Phone (home) 315-673-4842  
1670 Van Camp Rd                                                                                                                             
Marcellus, NY 13108                                                                                                                                         email: mary@irisgal.com  
120 historic iris, 140 other iris, mostly bearded, includes some Siberian and Japanese iris   
                                                                                                                                                                            website: www.irisgal.com  

  
Facility :  This is a commercial iris garden which contains over 200 iris. Mary has been gardening since 1960, when she helped her 
mother weed the her flower beds. Her first iris was Victoria Falls and she has been hooked ever since. She now has over 200 varieties of 
iris, half being historics. She is  currently involved in the restoration of the gardens at the Seward House in Auburn, NY, to include some 
period iris of the 19th century. She describes the layout of the garden as on level ground, easy walking, all iris in rows, no 
particular order, historics and moderns are mixed. She also grows mixed perennials  
 
Directions:_NY Rte 20 to village of Skaneateles, north on NY Rte 321 to Old Seneca Turnpike, turn right.  Left on Van Camp Rd, 
follow ½ mile to #1670 on the right.   
 
Approximate Peak Bloom May 25 – June 15 
 
Garden Open:  by appointment  

 
Facilities: Toilet: private  Picnic Tables, a place to eat:  Yes  

 
Parking : Cars only on property. Bus can part on the street, 

 
Places for lunch: in the village of Skaneateles (4 miles) there are a number of  eating establishments, formal to informal. 
 
Other places of interest: Within one-two hour’s drive:  William Seward House, Sonnenberg Gardens, Cooperstown, Genesee Country 
Village, other HIPS display gardens. 
 
Iris Sales:  Yes      Catalog: A list is available. See the website for some of the varieties; can order thru the website too. 

                 

                
                                                           Mary Blatz Iris Bed
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Region 3: Pennsylvania & Delaware   
 
Friendship Gardens 
Ken & Joan Roberts                                                                                                                           Phone:  (717) 338-1657 
341 Schwartz Rd.                                                                                                                                  E-mail: joan@cvn.net    
Gettysburg, PA 17325-8622                                                                                                              or:  builderken@cvn.net 
200H + 3000 TBs, IB’s SIB’s JI’s, LA’s Species, hostas, etc. 
 
Facility : Ken and Joan’s garden was originally established near West Friendship, MD and was moved to their present location about 
eight  years ago. It is near historic Gettysburg, PA, on 22 acres of gently rolling land.  The garden was one of the features during the May 
2001 National Convention. 
                                         
There are irises lined out for commercial sales and the seedlings that Joan hybridized. There are several display beds on the lower level, 
which features irises of various types.  Near the pond and along a small stream are plantings of Japanese, Louisianas, Siberian, laevigata, 
pseudocorus, virginicas and other species iris. 
      There is a complete planing of American, English and French Dykes irises.  With the pond as a backdrop, there is a very large display 
bed with the center devoted to Historics. Future plans are for an historic garden that will include more irises, other plants and shrubs 
indigenous to the area. The reblooming display bed is home to  hundreds of remontant irises, flowering trees, evergreens, shrubs and 
perennials of all types. 
     For the hosta lover, their extensive collection of over 300 varieties as well as the other shade loving plants for sale will pique the 
visitor’s interest. 
    They have a catalog that features what plants they have available and is sent upon request. Visitors to the garden might enjoy 
seeing/touring Historic Gettysburg. For information on sites to visit and package tours, Roberts recommend that you contact the 
Gettysburg Convention & Visitors Bureau at 717 334-6274 or their webiste at www.gettysburgcvb.org 
 
Directions: From the intersection of US 15 & 30, east of Gettysburg: drive south on US 15 to third exit (PA Rte. 134 (Taneytown 
Rd.)), left and follow ** to below. From Maryland: Take US 15 north, toward Gettysburg, exiting at the Taneytown (Rte 134) exit. This 
is the second exit after entering PA. Right on Rte 134 ** proceed approximately 2 miles and take a left on to Schwartz Rd. You will see a 
white barn with blue/grey trim (if you come to a church, you’ve gone too far), right onto the driveway, over a cement bridge and left up to 
the white house. Plenty of parking for buses cars and other vehicles. 
 
Bloom Time: Peak for TBs, SIB’ are May 20-25th, best to call ahead.  
 
Open: May- June. 
 
Restaurants:  Picnic tables on site, and many eateries in Gettysburg. 
 
Restrooms: Available. 
 
Iris Sales: Yes.   

                                                                           
                                                       Evolution  (Cayeux, 1929)                                                                     
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Region 3: Pennsylvania & Delaware, cont’d 
 
PorrHouse Iris 
Pat Porr                                                                                                                                                       Phone:  (814) 435-1104 
98 Mountain Top Lane                                                                                                                          E-mail: pap22@verizon.net 
Galeton, PA 16922-9486 
30+H + 141 TBs, SIB’s 
 
Facility : Pat Porr lives on 60 acres ‘out in the country’ where she and her husband have been for the 6 years since their retirement. Only 
a small portion is cultivated, and she has separate beds of historics and modern iris. Before that, she has been growing iris for 25 years at 
her place in York since she received a few from her elderly aunt. By the time she left her old place, there wasn’t much lawn left since the 
iris had taken over most of the space. She likes to collect the older ones through trades with her neighbors. This year, Pat says she is 
‘downsizing’ her iris collection and handing them off to her daughter Cathy Linda Porr Moyer 701 Cassel Rd. Lot 108 
Manchester,Pa.17345. She adds that visitors can come by Cathy’s place and see the iris blooming there as well. We are in the process of 
setting up Cathy as a separate historic display gardener  as well.  
  
Directions: From Rte 6 into Galeton, Pa: Take route 144 South toward Germania. It is 7 miles to Germania. Once in Germania you 
come to a stop sign. Across form the stop sign is the St. Mathias Lutheran Church.  Go straight up that hill; stay to the right at the split in 
the hill.  
At the top of the hill is Club Hill Rd. Turn left. Go 500 feet to Lewis Rd. Make a Right. Go 500 feet to Mt Top Rd. The Porr House signs 
are directing you to the Porr House Iris.    
 
Parking: There is room for a fleet of busses to park. 
 
Bloom Time: 2nd week of June. 
 
Open:  First-Second week in June. Call ahead. 
 
Restaurants and Historic Places of Note:  Germania is the closest town. It is an old lumbering town.  
Germania Hotel is a historic hotel with rooms for rent above a very nice restaurant, which serves “huge platters of food.”  
 
Restrooms: Can use the private facilities in the house if necessary. 
 
Iris Sales: No. 
                                                                         

                                 
                                                                

                                                                    Pat Porr’s Puppy       
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                                   Near Historic  Black Dragon (Schreiner’s 1982) in Pat Porr’s Garden 
 
 
 

                                 
 
 
                                                          Garden Visitor in Pat Poors Garden 
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Region 3: Pennsylvania & Delaware, cont’d 
 
Cathy’s Little Piece of Heaven 
Cathy Moyer                                                                                                                                                          Phone: 717-266-3085 
701 Cassel Road lot 108                                                                                                                          E-mail: catmoyer@yahoo.com 
Manchester, PA 17345 
20+H + 25 TBs, SIB’s 
 
Facility : Cathy Moyer is a new historic iris display gardener for 2010. She is the daughter of Pat Porr who has been an historic iris 
display gardener for several years. Cathy has acquired her love of iris from her mother, who has started her out with gifts of iris from her 
own garden. Cathy tells us that she has always wanted to have a garden of her own, inspired by her mother and fathers lovely garden. She 
relates that spending time in her gardens is a great way to relieve the day to day stresses of everyday life. She deals with some health 
issues and says she is grateful and amazed at the sheer pleasure she gets when she strolls through her gardens. She welcomes neighbors, 
friends and family members to stop and smell the flowers. The iris are located on a bank behind her home. They are intermixed with other 
plants and flowers, including daylilies. 
  
Directions: From Harrisburg Pa 83 south to Newberrytown exit @ light turn left follow approximately 5 miles turn right onto Cassel Rd 
turn right into Newberry Farms. Follow outside circle to lot 108 @ back of park. 
 
Parking: Cars only. No room for a bus. 
 
Bloom Time: June. 
 
Open:  Anytime. 
 
Restaurants:  Local eateries are nearby.  
 
Nearby Places of Interest:  Harley Davidson Plant /York Fair Grounds/Susquehanna River-Long Level 
 
Restrooms: No.  
 
Picnic Tables: yes 
 
Iris Sales: No. 
 
                                      
 

  
 Historic Unknown from Kathy’s Mom, Pat Porr’s Garden   
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Region 4: District of Columbia, Maryland, North Carolina, Virginia & West Virginia 
   
*Monticello (Thomas Jefferson Center for Historic Plants @ Tufton Farm) 
Dennis Whetzel, Nursery Manager                                                                                                                     Phone  434-984-9819 
P.O.Box 316                                                                                                                                      E-mail: dwhetzel@monticello.org 
Charlottesville, Virginia 22902                                                                                                              website: www.monticello.org 
75+H + other bearded and beardless   
  
Facility :  Monticello, Thomas Jefferson's "essay in architecture," was begun in 1768, but never really completed, because Jefferson was 
always trying new and innovative ideas.  Today, the architectural masterpiece is the only house in the U.S. on the United Nations' 
prestigious World Heritage List of international treasures.  It is located near Charlottesville, Virginia.  The gardens have been extensively 
restored to their appearance during Jefferson's lifetime.  A Garden Shop is located near the shuttle station and features historic plants and 
seeds grown at the Center for Historic Plants.  
 The CHP is located beyond Monticello, at Tufton Farm.  The Center for Historic Plants is a private entity and is accessed by car.  
Visitors MUST call ahead and make an appointment.  The attendants at the shop will give you directions. 
The garden shop is now part of the Museum Store at Monticello’s new Visitor Center and they are open year-round now. See website for 
more information. 
 
Directions: Monticello is located on Rte. 53, approximately two miles southeast of Charlottesville near the intersection of Rte. 20 South 
and I-64.. Tufton Farm is located about 2 miles away. The best way to get to Tufton is to use GPS to 1293 Tufton Farm, Charlottesville, 
VA 22902. 
 
Bloom-time: The irises usually are at peak, the 2nd and 3rd weeks of May and are maintained at Tufton Farm.  You must call ahead and 
make an appointment, in order to visit CHP.  (434) 984-9818 or 984-9819. 
     As there are so many plants, trees, bulbs, shrubs and etc. in and around the mansion, there is always something to entice you to stay 
longer. 
 
Open: Monticello is open 8:00 am - 5 PM, March through October, and 9:00 am - 4:30 PM the rest of the year.  Closed on Christmas 
Day.  Admission, for Monticello.  Several guided tours are offered.  Allow a minimum of three hours for your visit.  There is ample 
parking for vehicles of all types, including motor homes, campers, etc. The Garden Shop is open mid-March through October. 
 
Special Events: May 22, 2010. Annual Open House at Tufton Farm, Thomas Jefferson Center for Historic Plants, Charlottesville, 
Virginia 10AM to 4 PM.. Visit the CHP headquarters and nursery for the day and enjoy the historic roses, iris, dianthus, peonies, and 
spring-flowering perennials in bloom. Visit  www.monticello.org, or call (434) 984-9816 for more information. 
CHP Open House Lecture this year will be titled: “The China Syndrome: History and Influence of the China Rose”. The lecture will 
begin at  9:30 a.m., at Tufton Farm Between 1753 and 1824, five roses were brought by the British to Western nurseries that completely 
changed what Europeans and Americans would expect of their roses. In this illustrated talk Douglas Seidel will examine the original 
China roses and the eight classes that developed from them at the beginning of the 19th century in England, France, and the United States. 
  
The 18th annual Center for Historic Plants Open House at Tufton Farm will feature the rose, iris, and dianthus collections in full bloom, 
and informal tours of the CHP nursery. This year marks the 15th anniversary of the installation of CHP’s iris collection, and Anner 
Whitehead will present a workshop on the history and propagation of heirloom iris varieties. Dennis Whetzel and Doug Seidel will 
conduct a rose workshop; participants are encouraged to bring their mystery roses for the experts to identify. Refreshments will be served, 
gift plants distributed, and a wide selection of plants will be offered for sale. The celebration continues with a special Wine Tasting from 
4 p.m. to 5 p.m. Stay and stroll the gardens while enjoying the wine and roses during the cool of the evening. Free; no registration 
required. 
 
 Restaurants: Light lunch fare is offered from April - October, adjacent to the outdoor picnic area.  Michie Tavern, another famous 
landmark, is located near-by and is part of the 3-way package that also includes James Madison's home.  
 
Restrooms: There are restrooms near the Visitors Center and Museum Shop and at the parking lot. 
 
Iris Sales: Plants, are sold at Tufton Farm only at special scheduled events. The Garden Shop at the Visitor Center (at Monticello) does 
sell plants year-round and iris are on sale there during the growing season. 
For more information   please visit the Monticello Web site for calendar updates: www.monticello.org        
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                                                       Cinnabar (Williamson, 1928)
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Region 4: District of Columbia, Maryland, North Carolina, Virginia & West Virginia 
continued 
  
  
Rebert's Iris Haven  
Doris Rebert                                                                                                                                                         Phone: (410) 848-3781 
152 Leister's Church Rd.                                                                                                                                   Email: dorebert@qis.net                 
Westminster, Md. 21157- 6543 
500 H + 1000 other bearded and beardless 
 
Facility : Doris, along with her late husband Owings, gardened at this location for over 50 years and have one of the largest historic iris 
collections in the Eastern United States. They grow many different types of irises and have one of the few complete collections of Dykes 
Medal winners. Owings had recently had a couple of Siberians introduced for him by Draycott Gardens and has registered some 20 
others. 
  
Directions:  From the Baltimore Beltway, take 795 to U.S.Rte. 140 to Westminster, Md.  Leave 140 at/to 27 north - go 3 miles and take 
482 - go a short distance to Leister's Church Rd. intersection, turn right and proceed 2 miles.  Look for Rebert's Iris Haven sign on the 
right. 
 
Parking:  there is ample wide shoulder at the side of the road in front of their house for buses, plus a paved driveway. 
 
Bloom-time: Peak TB bloom is May 15 - June 5.  Some of the original cultivars have been deleted and MANY MANY MORE will 
have to go this year.  The aging process demands the care of fewer irises.  Large clumps will be stripped down to just a few rhizomes 
each. Anyone interested in acquiring any of their historical stock, should try to visit during bloom-time and reserve those of your 
choice. They have never been a commercial garden or issued a catalog, but their list is available thru the HIPS Databank.  DO give Doris 
a call if you can’t get to the garden during bloom-season and perhaps you can make arrangements to come later.  This may be the LAST 
YEAR the Rebert garden will be able to maintain a display garden and offer to have plants available to HIPS. 
  
Open: The garden is open to visitors from far and wide.  Many tours for both local and regional events are held here, plus the 1991 
National when it was held in the Washington, D.C. area.  The garden is always a joy to behold.  It is best to call ahead, when planning to 
visit.  
 
Restaurants: Many choices in Westminster and on 140 E. about 10 minutes away. 
 
Restrooms:  Private residence, available on request. 
 
Iris Sale: The Reberts sell iris, but there is no catalog or listing. No mail order. You have to pick them up. 
 

                               
                                                        Doris  Rebert’s Garden
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Region 4: District of Columbia, Maryland, North Carolina, Virginia & West Virginia 
continued 
 
Winterberry Gardens 
  Don & Ginny Spoon                                                                                                                         Phone:  (540) 888-4447 
  1225 Reynolds Rd.                                                                                                                        E-mail: vspoon@aol.com 
  Cross Junction, Virginia 22625 
  1150H + 6000 bearded & beardless, and includes their specialty, of over 1300 rebloomers 
 
 Facility:   Winterberry Gardens was established at this location in 1993.  It is north of Winchester, VA, west of the Blue Ridge Mtns and 
on an Allegheny Mountain ridge, 1500' above sea level.  The 3 acres that is not wooded is extensively planted with irises, shrubs, 
ornamental grasses, dwarf conifers, daylilies (1000+), flowering trees and other perennials.  The raised, brick-lined beds are mostly free 
form, with grass or mulched paths.  All cultivars are clearly labeled. 
     Don is an avid hybridizer and is working with 10,000+ seedlings in raised beds. 
 
Directions:  From Winchester, Virginia, go north on Rte. 522 for 16 miles, Liberty Station on the left.  Right on Reynolds Rd. (#694), 
proceed two miles, garden is on the left.  Ample parking is available in back of the house with an exit driveway continuing on.  Smoking 
is prohibited in the garden proper.  
 
Bloom-time: :  Spring bloom is from mid-April through late June, depending on what types of iris you are interested in.  Peak TB spring 
bloom is around the 3rd - 4th week in May.  Rebloomers (1300 cultivars and 100+ seedlings in this zone 6b garden), peak in October, but 
may continue into late November.  Ideal growing climate for MDB's, SDB's and MTB's. 
 
Open: From Mid-April - early November.  Peak bloom for TB's is 3rd week of May.  They have an extensive planting of newer and 
recent introductions.  Don has hybridized for 20+ years and has introduced cultivars of several different types, predominantly bearded.  
Garden open by appointment only. Please call or e-mail for visit.  
 
Restaurants:  Winchester or points north at Berkeley Springs, W. Va. 
 
Restrooms:  Private. 
 
Iris Sales: Yes. Catalog $5 or free with garden visit. 
                                                                            

                                          
                                                            Chelles (Buster Pre 1896) 
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Region 5: South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, & Puerto Rico 
  
Region 6: Indiana, Michigan, Ohio, cont'd    
 
Marsha Preston    
1076 Ortman Rd                                                                                                                                             Phone (906) 249-1037 
Marquette, MI 49855                                                                                                                       Email: mmpreston@charter.net                               
275 historic iris, 350 other beardeds with a few SIB’s and JI’s 
 
Facility : This is a private garden where Marsha and her husband moved in the Summer of 2004, so most of the gardens are new. She 
brought 200 pots of perennials north with them. The home is located about a mile away from Lake Superior, which allows her to push the 
official ‘growing zone’. The upper, or front yard is an ancient sand dune which makes for interesting garden challenges. The back or 
lower yard is along the banks of Cherry Creek, a designated trout stream, and there are often deer, fox, great blue herons and other 
critters. There are stairs built into the hill to get down there.   The ‘lot’ is almost 3 acres. Gardens mostly in the upper front yard and are 
rapidly advancing and growing down the hill. Paths are grassy and sometimes not level, depending on the terrain. The garden also 
contains dahlias, vegetables and herbs.   
 
Directions: From the junction of M28 and M41 (southeast of Marquette), drive S.E on M41 about ½ mile. Turn right on Ortman Rd; 
drive 3/10 mile. House is just past the corner of Apple Trail (private road). Tan ranch style with green shutters. Please call ahead for 
further information. 
 
Parking Facilities: Yes, car or bus. 
 
Bloom-time:  Peak bloom time is late May to mid June 
 
Open:  By appointment or chance.  
 
Restaurants/Eating Facilities/Picnic Area: One decent place within a mile of my home, plus dozens more in “The Village” and 
downtown area. All within 5 miles or so. 
 
Restrooms:   No. 
 
Local Places of Interest  Downtown Marquette – historic brownstone buildings, trees, benches and street lamps line Washington, 
Front, and Third Streets. The shopping district has many clothing and gift shops. Farmers Market is on Saturday morning (in season). 
“The Village” contains a unique mile long shopping district with gift shops, banks, and restaurants located on Third Street. This unique 
and diverse neighborhood is also home to many NMU students and faculty as well as some of Marquette’s oldest residences. 
 
Park Cemetery – 119 acres surrounded by city neighborhoods. Lovely gardens, architecture and walking paths. Marsha is a Park 
volunteer, and maintains a shade garden called “The Grotto”. 

The Marquette Maritime Museum is located along the Lake Superior shoreline near the U.S. Coast Guard Station. The museum is open 
during the summer season and offers an extensive collection of maritime artifacts involving the maritime history of Marquette. Tours of 
the historic Marquette Harbor Lighthouse are also available.  

The Upper Peninsula Children's Museum is located along Baraga Avenue.  The museum features hands-on exhibits for children to learn 
and have fun doing so. The museum is open year-round. 

The Marquette County History Museum is located along Front Street in the downtown district. The museum features many exhibits and 
artifacts of Marquette County's past. The museum includes a library and gift shop and is open year-round.  

The DeVos Art Museum is the art museum at Northern Michigan University.   The Oasis Gallery for Contemporary Art is another 
popular art exhibit. 

Presque Isle Park is Marquette's most-popular park, located on the north side of the city. It includes 323 acres  of mostly forested land and 
juts out into Lake Superior. Amenities include a wooden bandshell for concerts, a park pavilian, a gazebo, a marina, a concession stand, 
picnic tables, barbeque pits, walking/skiing trails, playground facilities, Moosewood Nature Center, and Shiras Pool.  Watch the giant ore 
freighters as they load iron ore.  

Marquette also has an extensive network of biking and walking paths throughout the city 

Camping is available at Tourist Park, located on 40 acres on the north edge of the City.  

Iris Sales: Yes, but no catalog. 
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                                                      Ducks at Marcia Preston’s  Garden 
 

                                     
                                                                 New Dawning at Marsha’s garden
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Pickle Barrel House Iris Garden 
Grand Marais Historic Society       
Caretaker of Garden: Nancy McDonald                                                                                                      Phone: (home) 906-494-2697 
Corner  of Michigan Hwy-77 and County Highway 58                                                                           E-mail: nanmcd15@gmail.com 
Grand Marais, Michigan 49839                                                                                                Website: www.grandmaraismichigan.com 
61 Identified Historic irises, mostly TBs and MTBs (mostly pre 1935), and a few Siberians to be added 
 
 Facility  The Pickle Barrel House, in Grand Marais, Michigan, is a fascinating little building that’s on the National Register of Historic 
Places. It is a two story cabin built from two barrels and modeled after cartoon characters created by William Donahey, the Teenie 
Weenies who were two inches tall and lived in a Pickle Barrel in a rose patch.   The barrel house was built in 1926, a large-scale version 
of the miniature oak casks that held the Monarch-brand pickles and was large enough for human habitation.. Eventually it was bought by 
the Grand Marais Historical Society, and was moved  in 1935 to its current location in town. 
The Pickle Barrel House sits on a 1/8-acre corner lot, surrounded by a wooden rail fence, right downtown.  A small garden of Michigan 
native plants grows behind the building. 
 The iris garden is a large triangle in one corner of the Pickle Barrel House grounds; technically, it is a right triangle with truncated tips.  
A 24’ side follows an open alley (across from an adjacent park) along the east.  The southern edge is 40’ long, next to the sidewalk.  
Those two sides have an open wooden rail fence along them.  The truncated ends are 9’ across. the large corner bed is divided by two L-
shaped paths, each wide enough for a walker or a stroller.  The planting beds are only 3 feet wide, so no iris is too far off the path to see 
and smell.  Because of these narrow beds, the space allotted each variety is only 15"x15", so we’ll have to stay right on top of dividing the 
irises as they grow.  Pups, carefully labeled, will be sold at fund-raising events for the Historical Society. 
 Among the irises they showcase old-fashioned annuals appropriate to the period (1935 or earlier), especially those that can be directly 
sown in our cold climate. They grow many historic bulbs, especially daffodils and hyacinths.  They also have quite a few native plants 
and some old-fashioned perennials, including peonies. 
 This is a very new iris garden which was just started in 2009 by volunteer Nancy McDonald.  More Siberians and more bearded iris will 
be added as space permits. Nancy’s  interest began in saving local noids, and  expanded to include any iris bred before 1936, especially in 
the decade from 1926, when the Pickle Barrel House was built, until 1935, when it was donated to the town of Grand Marais.  
 
For more information about the Grand Marais Historical Society visit www.grandmaraismichigan.com.   
 
Historic Site:     Yes 
 
Places of Interest in Area: A few doors north of the PB House is the Old Post Office Museum, where they’re developing a display 
garden of very cold-hardy roses.  They also grow peonies, daylilies, other perennials, bulbs, and interesting annuals.  This garden is very 
much under construction.  Grand Marais is at the eastern end of Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore.  Please see the website, 
www.grandmaraismichigan.com, for a very complete listing of area attractions.  Please note that it’s a tiny community at the end of a 25 
mile driveway, so it is often wise to make sure you have accommodations before you come.  See the website for options. 
 
Directions:   From M-28, turn north on M-77 toward Grand Marais.  Drive for 25 miles.  Watch for animals.  When you get to the top 
of the hill over Lake Superior, slow down.  At the bottom of the hill, you will see a building on your right that is shaped like a pickle 
barrel.  The iris garden is behind (east of) the Pickle Barrel House.  If you drive into Lake Superior, you have gone too far. 
 
Bloom-time:  Early June to early July 

Open: The garden itself is always open.  The Pickle Barrel House is open seasonally.  During July and August, the museum is open daily 
from 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm; during the months of June and September, it’s open on weekends, from 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm.  Private tours can 
be arranged.  For tour information, contact Historical Society President Pat Munger at (906)-494-2404. 

Lunch: Picnic tables in adjacent park & elsewhere nearby; There are three restaurants and two grocery stores within two blocks of the 
Pickle Barrel House.  
 
Parking:   On-street parking for cars and buses. 
 
Restrooms:  Not on site; nearby 
 
Iris Sales: Only when iris increase, they will be sold at local fundraising events 



 20     

                    
                                                                    The Pickle Barrel Historic Site 
 
 

                                       
                                   New Iris Ready for Planting at the Pickle Barrel 
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                                                                           Eva Mae’s NOID at Pickle Barrel 
                                    
 

                                                                   
 
                            Unknown Pickle Barrel Iris – garden name ‘Linnamaki purple’ 
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                                             Ready to Plant at the Pickle Barrel
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 Region 7: Kentucky & Tennessee  
 
 Iris City Gardens 
Macey & Greg McCullough                                                                                                                            tel: or 800-934-4747 
7675 Younger Creek Rd.                                                                                                             email: info@iriscitygardens.com 
Primm Springs, TN 38476                                                                                                              web: www.iriscitygardens.com 
262H + 1100 bearded, SIB, JI, LA & species    
 
 Facility : Iris City Gardens is a mail-order nursery owned and tended by Macey and Greg McCullough.     
 In 1993, approximately 4000 plants that had been  Macey’s grandfather’s garden were moved to their farm near Nashville, TN. The “Old 
Dirt Dobber”, as Thomas Williams was known, was an avid hybridizer of TBs until his death in 1949, The McCulloughs are continuing 
their search for some of his introductions. They are Cedarwood 1939), Chinook (1936), Iris City (1938), La Feria (1937), Rose Quartz 
(1936), Starwood (1941), and Traumerei (1938). 
 
Directions:  Extensive directions on our website. 
 
Bloom-time :                     
                                    April to Mid-May Tall Bearded and Siberian Irises 
                               Mid to late May – Tall Bearded, Siberian & Louisiana Iris 
                        Late May to mid-June  - Louisiana & Japanese Iris & Water Lilies 
 
Open:  Wednesday through Sunday 9AM to 4PM, April 14 through June 27. 
 
Restaurants: Nearby villages, Nashville or ‘bring your own’ lunch. Picnic tables are available. 
  
Restrooms:   Available. 
 
Iris Sales: Yes. Download the catalog in Adobe pdf format from the web page. Over 1,100 varieties of iris.  10,000 potted plants 
available when you visit or select plants for bare root July to September 

 
                                  

                                    
                                               Blue Gown – Essig 1932)
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Region 7: Kentucky & Tennessee continued 
 
Robert L. Strohman 
1830 Alfresco Place                                                                                                                                     Phone: (502) 451-4779 
Louisville, KY 40205-1808 
140H + 400 others (including bearded and beardless) 
 
Facility:  Bob’s garden had expanded over the years to the point that there is no longer any lawn to maintain. Every year he adds a few (5 
to 10) ‘new’ historics.  Because this is a small in-city garden he concentrates more on medians and dwarfs, though there are enough TBs 
to make it worth a visit. The historics are interplanted with the more recent varieties. Please call ahead if you want to visit with Bob 
personally, but he says everyone is welcome. If he’s not there, please leave a note. Be sure to go into the back yard where there are more 
irises than in front. Parking for a bus is on Rosedale (Side Street). Bob is also introducing an SDB this year called CAPE MAY after one 
of his favorite places. 
 
Local Attractions:  There are several interesting sites to see in Louisville, including the Louisville Slugger baseball bat factory and 
museum. And, of course, there’s Churchhill  Downs for those interested in horse racing. It offers a nice tour and has a very interesting 
museum making it worth a visit even when racing isn’t in season. About 25 miles south of Lousiville off I-65, in Bullitt County there’s 
Bernheim Forest Arboretum and Research Forest, which has a nature center and claims to have the worlds largest collection of holly 
varieties. 
 
Directions: Heading south from downtown on US-150 (Bardstown Rd), after its intersection with Alternate US-60 (Eastern Pkwy) 
Alfresco Place is the tenth cross street.  Turn right onto Alfresco and 1830 is in the third block. You can’t miss it; there isn’t any lawn. 
 
Bloom time: MDBs, SDBs, mid – late April; TBs mid – May.  
 
Open: 24 hours a day (bring your flashlights) 
 
Restaurants: Nearby Bardstown Road's “Restaurant Row” has many restaurants of every ethnicity, every price range. 
 
Restrooms: No port-o-lets in the garden. 
 
Iris Sales: Not available 
 

                                                              
                                                     Campfire Glow(Whiting, 1946) 
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Region 7: Kentucky and Tennessee, continued 
 
PJ’s Iris Patch 
Paul and Melissa Sizemore                                                                                                              phone (931) 364-5417       
5000 Comstock Rd                                                                                                                  email: plsmms@united.net 
Chapel Hill, TN 37128 
750H + 600 other bearded of all types 
 
Facility:  The majority of our  bearded irises are planted in crop rows. Our collection of beardless irises is growing somewhat, and is 
part of the landscaping near the house. The historic and modern irises are planted together randomly. We are surrounded by peaceful 
fields full of meadowlarks, bluebirds and our dogs (children), Fred, Brownie, Roscoe, Spanky, and Clara Mae. Plenty of parking for 
vehicles but not larger buses.   
 
Directions: From Nashville: Take US 31A/41A (Nolensville Road) south until the split.  Take 31A south towards Lewisburg and 
Chapel Hill. Turn left on Hwy 99 east (towards Eagleville).  Turn right onto Virgil Beasley Road; at the end of this road turn left onto 
Comstock Road (sometimes there’s a sign, sometimes there isn’t) Our house is the first house on the left (the tall, shocking pink house 
with the iris mailbox – you can’t miss it!). 
 
From Knoxville : Take I-40 west to the I-840 exit. Continue until you reach the Shelbyville/Lewisburg exit at US 31A/41A. Proceed as 
above. 
 
From Chattanooga: Take I-24 west until the I-840 exit (towards Franklin). Continue until you reach the Shelbyville/Lewisburg exit at 
US 31A/41A. Proceed as above.  
 
Bloom-time: Dwarfs and other medians are blooming by mid-April; TBs 1st part of May, best to call ahead. 
 
Open: By appointment only. 
 
Restaurants: Approximately 5 miles away in nearby Chapel Hill. 
 
Restrooms: No facilities. 
 
Iris Sales: No sales at this time, but would love to trade. 
                                                                          
                                          

                                                      
                                                     Flammenschwert (Goos & Konemann, 1920)
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Region 7: Kentucky and Tennessee continued   
 
Marilyn Rogers                                                                                                                                         Phone (423)-877-9098 
                               Cell: 423 902 1061 
6003 N. Crestview Drive                                                                                                                .. E-mail: cathedralbells@msn.com 
Hixson, TN 37343                                                                              
100H + 150 other TBs, a few SDB’s and 2 Louisina Iris 
   
 Facility :  Marilyn has a home garden that she has been cultivating since the 1970’s. Included is a rock garden, and rows of iris on the 
sides and back of her home. She likes modern as well as historic iris. She also grows many rebloomers. Her favorites include PERSIAN 
BERRY, EXOTIC ISLE,ANXIOUS (RE) and JENNIFER REBECCA(RE). Many Dykes Medal winners are in her garden.  She is active 
in the local iris club in Chattanooga. The garden also includes other perennials and a wildflower garden. 
 
Local Attractions :  Marilyn reports that there is a big aquarium here and also an Incline Railway, “Rock City” with beautiful flowers & 
rocks, and many other Lookout Mtn. Attractions 
 
Directions: The garden is located in a suburb of  Chatt. Which is about 1.5-2 hours from Knoxville or 2.5 from Atlanta.  You can take I-
24  or  I-75.  Cross Chickamauga Dam about 6 miles to Left on Grubb Rd. then 3rd. Left on Dowlen and next Left is Crestivew.  3rd. 
House on the Right. 
 
Parking Facilities: There is parking for cars in the driveway. 
 
Bloom-time:  April, May and June. 
 
Open: By appointment. Call ahead during bloom time. 
 
Restaurants: There is an Olive Garden, Red Lobster and local Steakhouses nearby. 
 
Restrooms:  Private, but available on request. 
 
Iris Sales: Yes. Ask for a price list. Open to swapping. 
                                
 .  

                                                                       
                                                        Garden Glory (Whiting , 1940)
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Region 8: Minnesota , Wisconsin   
 
* Kanabec History Center 
Siberian Iris Society  
805 West Forest Ave.                                                                                                                                                            
Mora 55051, Minnesota  
Jan Franz (Information)                                                                             E-mail    franz@kanabechistory.org          (320)-679-1665 
15H Sib’s                                                  
 
 Facility : The Kanabec Historical Society was organized in 1931. Their current location in Mora, MN on 37 acres was a gift from the 
McVay family, with the museum building completed in 1978. Until it was moved to this site in 1995, the Coin School (a two-room 
schoolhouse built 1899) was listed on the Historic Registry. Three other buildings found on the grounds, an1899 log one-room school 
known as the Webster School, the Whittier School, a wood-framed building from 1902, and an Old Time Blacksmith Shop.  
 These historic dwellings can be seen by visitors.  The museum building has numerous exhibits (art shows, quilt shows, etc.) as well as 
Indian , military, and early local history.  Summer activities abound. 
 
On the landscaped grounds of the Kanabec History Center, the iris garden is located adjacent to a small perennial garden of historic plants 
circa 1900.  This is a fenced-in area.  The perennial garden is in bloom from the earliest daffodils, tulips and other spring bulbs to the late 
fall blooms of the asters, helenium and sedum.  Irises are represented by iris pallida and iris sibirica (Turkey), as well as half dozen newly 
acquired circa 1900 bearded irises, followed by Lilium Henryi and Lilium Tsingtauense.  The main splash of color in mid-summer is a 
mass of early red daylily, followed by several different yellow species daylilies.  Numerous other filler plants are interspersed within this 
area.  A long path leading to the back garden bench and a carved sculpture of a pioneer lady is bordered by a double row of early peonies.  
On the other side, you find the herb garden.  Between the two gardens a tall new metal sculpture of three sunflowers was done by artist 
Harvey Franz. 
 
When the Iris Society of Minnesota expressed an interest in developing an historic Siberian garden, the Town & Country Garden Club 
volunteered to develop one at the History Center adjacent to the existing Historic perennial garden. A 4 x 60 foot bed was prepared along 
the fence line in 2002.  The original plantings were donated by members of the Iris Society.   The Society is interested in getting 
donations of these older Siberians (pre 1970).  If anyone would like to donate, Contact Mary Duvall, Siberian Garden Chairperson.  The 
garden is sponsored by the Iris Society of MN and the Town & Country Garden Club of Mora. Onsite parking. Today there are 46 
different irises, varying in age from PERRY’S PIGMY (Perry 1912) to AUGURY (McGarvey 1973). Now that many of the plants have 
become established, the Garden expects a fair amount of good bloom this coming year. The garden is acquiring another collection of 
Siberians from Presby memorial Iris Gardens this summer. 

The Kanabec History Center is open to the public Tuesdays through Saturdays, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
 
Directions State Highway 65, at stoplight in Mora, MN, turn West on Forest Ave. Follow Signs on Forest Ave. to the Kanabec History  
Center. 
 
Bloom time:  Mid to late June 
 
Hours: The Kanabec History Center is open Monday through Saturday, 10 a.m. – 4:30 PM 
 
Admission fee - $3.00 
 
Restaurants:  Downtown. 
 
Restrooms: Yes. 
 
Iris Sales: Not available. 
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Region 8: Minnesota , Wisconsin cont’d 
 
George Bacon  
Breezeway Iris Garden                                                                                                        Phone:(608) 334-4594 
4600 Rome Corner Road                                                                                                                          
Brooklyn WI 53521                   Email: georgebacon@comcast.net 
                                                                                                                                                             Website: www. breezewayiris.com                      
138 Historic, 1025 other iris, All classes of Bearded, Siberian plus a small number of Spuria, Japanese, Arilbred, Species and Species X 
 
 
Facility : The large main garden has 14 beds separated by grass walking paths.   The majority of the Historic and Dykes Medal winners 
are located in two of the beds.  There is also a bed of Region 8 reliable reblooming Irises. Several stone terraced beds surround the house 
are filled with mixed perennials and ornamental shrubs with a high percentage of Iris and Daylilies, so, there are always something in 
bloom. 
 
Directions: South of Madison WI. Rome Corners Road is west off US Highway 14, 3 ½ miles south of Oregon . Signs out during bloom 
season open house and our annual garage sale. 
 
Parking:  Yes for bus and cars. 
 
Peak Bloom : May 20-June 15 – earlier for dwarfs and medians. 
 
Open: During peak bloom: Weekends (F,Sa,Su) 9AM-6PM. Weekdays (MM-R) by appointment. Any other time by appointment. 
 
Restaurants: There are several restaurants in the area of Oregon, WI. 
 
Local Area Attractions:  Several wonderful nurseries within 5 miles of our garden 
 
Dispay Goal:  I would like to collect and have the AM award wining TB iris garden 
 
Restroom: Yes 
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George Bacon’s Garden 
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Holte’s Hen House Iris Garden 
Charlotte Holte                                                                                                                                                            (262) 641-2895 
17308 W. Observation Rd.                                                                                                                         E-mail: cholte@wi.rr.com 
New Berlin, WI 53146  
27 H + 875 other,  all kinds except La. 
   
 Facility : Char started collecting iris almost 40 years ago. When her youngest daughter was in Jr. High, they lived in an old house with a 
long driveway. One lone iris grew in the driveway, perhaps a remnant of an old iris bed. Her daughter rescued it, and it was the beginning 
of Char’s involvement with iris. The garden is about ½ acre filled with 1200 Iris. She enjoys working in the garden all summer long, 
joined by her dog and cat. She plans to add other perennials now that the Iris are in. 
 
Directions: :  I 94 West of Milwaukee. Exit Moorland Road South to National Ave (After a McDonalds on your left). Turn right and go 
to next stoplight. That is Calhoun Rd.. Turn  right. Go one long block and one short block. Turn left on Observatory Rd. It is the second 
house on the right. 
 
Parking Facilities: None for bus; yes for cars. 
 
Open:  Mother’s Day to Father’s Day. Best to call ahead.  262-641-2895 
 
Restaurants/Eating Facilities/Picnic Area: No picnic area on site.  Kats Restaurant, National Ave and County Y (Racine Ave). 
about 3 miles west. 
 
Restrooms:  No. 
 
Iris Sales: Yes.  E-mail for details. cholte@wi.rr.com or call 262-641-2895          
 

                                                                                                                                     

                                   
                                                  Ice Carnival (Watkins, 1954)
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Windsor Forest Gardens 
Chuck Bingham                                                                                                                                                Phone (715) 839-0003 
703 Windsor Forest Drive                                                                                                              E-mail: torchaven@clearwire.net 
Altoona, Wisconsin 54720 
100+ H &  175+ other  iris. 
  
   
 Facility :  The garden is located on the grounds of Chuck’s home near Eau Claire, Wisconsin. The setting is a suburban-type partially 
wooded lot comprising 1.5 acres. It is very much a young garden, as Chuck relocated there in 2003. Upon arriving in town, the 
landscaping around the house was comprised of overgrown inappropriate shrubs around the foundation and a few historic iris and 
daylilies that were brought from his former garden in Minneapolis. Development of Windsor Forest Gardens has been a work in progress 
since then. 
 The gardens in the front yard are focused on using a smaller variety of plant material planted in larger quantities to showcase use 
of plants en masse for landscaping purposes. Last year saw significant expansion of the iris gardens. A new 200 foot border bed has just 
been planted in 2009 which is comprised of almost all daylilies and irises, mostly historic. 
 The back yard is comprised of a series of gardens that are largely collector’s gardens. The Terrace Garden contains a few historic 
and modern iris. The Foundation Garden is predominantly historic iris and daylilies. A significant addition to the landscape in 2006 was 
the replacement/expansion of an existing pond that was in poor repair. Some iris already growing in the pond were saved and replanted in 
the new pond. Landscaping around the pond/waterfall is incomplete but already includes a number of irises. Chuck is expanding his iris 
collection with some medians, and more Japanese and Siberians this year. 
 Many of the other perennials are historic, such as the peonies and daylilies. Chuck also has a collection of hostas. 
The garden also contains over 300 varieties of daylilies (1/4 of which are historic), as well as 60 different peonies (half are historic).  
  
Chuck reports that Franklin B. Mead, the hybridizer of his favorite daylily, 'Hyperion' (Mead, 1924), was more interested in irises, which 
he hybridized at his home/garden, "Iriscrest", in Ft. Wayne, Indiana.  He has been actively collecting any Mead irises he can find. 
  
Directions:  From Minneapolis, take Interstate 94 approximately 90 miles east to Exit 70 (Eau Claire, WI).  Go north on Highway 53 
into Eau Claire (you may follow either Highway 53 or Business 53) and exit at Clairemont Avenue/Highway 12.  Turn right (east) on 
Clairemont/Hwy. 12 and continue approximately 1.5 miles to intersection of Third St. (County A)—there is a traffic light.  Proceed 
through the intersection on Hwy. 12 for one block, then turn right (south) onto Nottingham Way.  Proceed one block to “T”, then turn left 
(east) onto Windsor Forest Drive.  Proceed to #703 (first white mailbox on the right).   
 
Bloom-time:  Peak bloom time is between Memorial Day and June 10. 
 
Open:  Most evenings/weekends; please call ahead to be sure Chuck  is home. 
 
Parking Facilities: Room for bus and/or cars. 
 
Restaurants/Eating Facilities/Picnic Area: Table/chairs on patio. 
 
Restrooms:  Yes. 
 
Iris Sales: No. 
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Region 9 Illinois 
 
Brighton Park Iris 
Carlos Ayento 
6108 S. Natchez Avenue                                                                                             Home: N/A 
Chicago, IL 60638                                    Cell: (773) 750-7072 (after 5p.m. Central Time) 
 310 Historic + 246 Modern                                                                              Website: http://www.brightonparkiris.com/ 
Mostly Tall Bearded Iris, some median and Arilbred Iris                                      Email: brightonparkiris@yahoo.com                              
                                                           
Facility : Brighton Park Iris is a private garden that was formerly located in the Chicago neighborhood of Brighton Park.  In 2007, the 
garden moved to a new location in the Clearing neighborhood, but the name has remained the same.  Iris are strictly grown and labeled in 
rows with the garden.  I began collecting Iris in 1992 when I was twelve years old and started out with eight irises.  Fifteen years later, the 
amount of Iris grown has increased exponentially.  The bulk of the collection (324 out of 560) features a unique assortment of various 
Schreiner introductions from 1936 to present.  There are also several Gordon Plough and Agnes Whiting Iris grown here. 
 
Directions:  
 

From Wisconsin: Take Interstate 90/94 East to Chicago.  Take Exit #53, Interstate 55 to St. Louis.  Travel for 8 miles South on 
Interstate 55 and get off at Exit #283, Harlem Avenue.  Make a left onto Harlem Avenue.  Proceed south on Harlem Avenue for 
a ½ mile to the first stoplight and make a left onto Archer Avenue.  Continue East on Archer Avenue for one mile past two 
stoplights (Sayre Avenue and Oak Park Avenue).  Make a right at the third stoplight, Narragansett Avenue.  Proceed South on 
Narragansett Avenue for 1 mile and make a right onto 62nd Street. You will cross over a railroad track before getting to 62nd 
Street.  Proceed West on 62nd Street, past Nagle Avenue and make a right onto Natchez Avenue.  Proceed north for 1 block to 
the address listed above.  Gardens are on the right side of the street.  Please visit my website listed above to see a complete list of 
what we grow. 
 
From Indiana: Take the Indiana Toll Road / Skyway / Interstate 90 West to Chicago.  Take Exit #53, Interstate 55 to St. Louis.  
Travel for 8 miles South on Interstate 55 and get off at Exit #283, Harlem Avenue.  Make a left onto Harlem Avenue.  Proceed 
south on Harlem Avenue for a ½ mile to the first stoplight and make a left onto Archer Avenue.  Continue East on Archer 
Avenue for one mile past two stoplights (Sayre Avenue and Oak Park Avenue).  Make a right at the third stoplight, Narragansett 
Avenue.  Proceed South on Narragansett Avenue for 1 mile and make a right onto 62nd Street. You will cross over a railroad 
track before getting to 62nd Street.  Proceed West on 62nd Street, past Nagle Avenue and make a right onto Natchez Avenue.  
Proceed north for 1 block to the address listed above.  Gardens are on the right side of the street. 
 
From Southern Illinois: Take Interstate 55 North to Chicago and then get off at Exit #283, Harlem Avenue.  Make a right onto 
Harlem Avenue.  Proceed south on Harlem Avenue for a ½ mile to the first stoplight and make a left onto Archer Avenue.  
Continue East on Archer Avenue for one mile past two stoplights (Sayre Avenue and Oak Park Avenue).  Make a right at the 
third stoplight, Narragansett Avenue.  Proceed South on Narragansett Avenue for 1 mile and make a right onto 62nd Street. You 
will cross over a railroad track before getting to 62nd Street.  Proceed West on 62nd Street, past Nagle Avenue and make a right 
onto Natchez Avenue.  Proceed north for 1 block to the address listed above.  Gardens are on the right side of the street. 

 
Parking: There is room for several cars to park along the street. 
 
Open: Evening or weekends by appointment only. 

 
Bloom time: Usually the first two weeks of June, depending on the weather. 
 
Restaurants: There are several fast food chains located within a two-mile radius including McDonalds, Burger King, Arby’s, Wendy’s, 
Portillo’s Hot Dogs and Brown’s Chicken.  Casual dining restaurants, including Giordanno’s, Red Lobster, Olive Garden, Cocula and 
T.G.I.F. are within a ten minute drive from the garden. 
 
Restrooms: Private restrooms, available upon request. 
 
Iris Sales: No, however, I am willing to trade. 
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                                                 Alpenrose (Schreiners, 1959)  
 
 
 

                                            
                                                Astro Flash (Schreiner’s, 1976)
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Region 10: Louisiana 
  

Region 12: Utah 
 

Region 13: Washington, Oregon & Alaska  
 
Garden of Mu 
Mike Unser  
8373 SE Lynch Rd                                                                                                                 Phone:  (360) 432-8900 
Shelton, WA 98584                                                                                                           email: garden_of_mu@gmail.com  
 Mail to: PO Box 6308, Olympia, WA 98507 
700+ irises, with 640H, Sibs, PCIs & many other species too.       
  
Facility : Newer garden in a rural setting, established spring 2006. Irises are planted all about. We expect moderate bloom in 2011  
weather permitting. The irises are well established in new beds and have put on excellent growth, however the garden is still raw, and 
pathways are rough.  Special collection of Kleinsorge varieties, also Sturtevant, Bliss, Gibson and others. 
 
Parking: There is ample parking for cars or vans, but a large bus would have difficulty. 
 
Directions: From either north or south on I-5, follow signs onto Highway 101. Follow Hwy 101 to the Lynch Road exit (first road after 
you pass Little Creek Casino) and turn right onto Lynch Rd. Garden is located just past the 8 mile marker on the left.  Three driveways 
come off the same entrance - take the center lane and follow it back to the garden (about 600 feet). 
 
Open: Evenings and weekends by appointment. 'Open Garden' weekend is scheduled for peak bloom time, which varies - usually mid-
May. 
 
Bloom time: Early April to late June, with peak TB bloom in May.  
 
Restaurants and Other Interests:  The garden is in a rural area, but within eight miles of either Shelton or the Taylortown area (at 
the exit for Lynch Rd.), both of which have accomodations.  Olympic National Park is a short drive up Hwy 101 at Hoodsport, and the 
drive around the penninsula on 101 is very beautiful.  Ocean beaches are about an hour away as well. 
  
Restrooms: Private facilities, available on request. 
 
Iris Sales: : Yes, watch for me on eBay.com mid-summer under username mu-66.  No catalog.    
 
      

                                  
                                                     Mike Unser’s previous garden at Olympia WA 
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Newport Naturals Iris and Alpaca Farm 
Robert and Linda Karr                                                                                                      Phone           cell 509.671.1540                         
205 N. Craig Ave                                                                                                        Other Phone (cell)    509.671.1539                         
Newport WA 99156                                                                                                           email:iris@sprucecorner.com  
                                                                                                                                                               rlkarr@povn.com  
                                                                                                                                       website: www.sprucecorner.com 
                                                                                                                      
Historic    Historic TB's 755; (other) 2,000 MDB, SDB, BB, IB, LA, AB, TB, Spuria, Siberian, species. 
 
Facility : This is a 1.5 acre garden. There are three large fields; fields 1-3 are devoted mostly to TBs; a smaller area is devoted to MDB, 
SDB, BB, IB, LA, AB; mixed border beds; grow in rows mostly; easy walking; not wheelchair accessible; gravel/soil or bark paths. They 
also grow other kinds of plants such as garlic and hostas, and also two large Douglas Fir trees - one the largest reported in Pend Oreille 
County, WA; Tour garden for Region 13 2009. Robert is also the NW director of HIPS. There are also alpacas on the property and a few 
chickens. 
 
Directions: We are 42 miles northeast of Spokane, WA on the Washington State/ Idaho border, Highway 2 from Spokane.  We are 39 
miles northwest of Coeur d’Alene, ID on Highway 41 (off I-90)  Arrival by car only—no bus, rail, air transportation.  Garden on paved 
street (200 N. Quail Avenue). 
 
Parking:  Yes for cars, for bus yes but give notice.  
 
Other Interesting Sites in the Area: Local Master Gardeners' Water-Wise Garden, Local Pend Oreille Valley Historical Society and 
antique lumber industry displays, CREATE art exhibits, Wolf Lodge walking/hiking trails, local establishments with historic backbars, 
Albeni Falls Dam, Kalispel Indian Reservation with Grotto; boating on the Pend Oreille River (flows north), near Pend Oreille Lake, 
Priest Lake, and other smaller lakes. Two modern motels within 7 miles; one old style motel 1 mile. RV park within l mile, Dry RV 
parking at City Park 2 blocks from garden. At least 5 RV parks within 10 miles; Forest Service campsites from 5 to 50 miles. We are in 
Washington State; the Idaho border is about 0.75 miles east of us. 
 
Peak Bloom: Mother's Day through Father's Day; mid May for MDB, SDB, end of May for IB, BB, MTB, and first two weeks in June 
for TB, but call first since our weather has been so unusual in the past few years� bloom has been at least 2 weeks later than stated 
 
Open: Garden is open Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays, 10 AM - 6 PM; also Memorial Day Monday and by appointment. 
 
Lunch/Picnic Area: Yes 
 
Restaurants and Dining Areas: They have a list of nearby eating facilities from fast food to gourmet. 
 
Restroom:  Yes, during season. 
 
Iris Sales: Yes, partial listing on the website. They do not have a catalog, but contact the Karrs for additional information.  We need to 
disperse our garden in 2010.  Wholesale inquiries for all or a portion of the garden are welcome. 
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                                                        The Karr Garden 

Region 14: Northern California, Nevada & Hawaii 
 
Mike Chantry                                                                                                                     (530) 642-8068 
6488 Goodrich Lane                                                                                                E-mail: jdredd_is_the_law@comcast.net 
Placerville, CA 95667  
100+ H + 800+ TB, MTB, IB 
   
 Facility :  Mike started his iris interest with some iris from his grandmother, who collected Lloyd Austin iris and acquired many before 
Austin's  'Rainbow Iris'  closed down. His first garden was in  Lake Tahoe, but he moved to the family home in Placerville a few years 
ago,  took over even more of his grandmother's collection, and found that the iris liked Placerville a lot better than the snowy Tahoe area. 
Within his garden  are many rare Austin space agers.  He spends most of his time snowboarding and building up his iris garden.  He has 
been hybridizing these past few years, and has successfully crossed old Austins with modern iris, producing some new and interesting 
combinations, including a red space ager, which may someday get introduced. He is friends with Leonard Nimoy, of Star Trek, and is 
working on a line, with Leonard's approval, called the 'Vulcan' series of iris, as they are all space agers. The garden itself consists of 
several plots of differing sizes from 1/5 acre and smaller most in raised rows or beds  The older Iris are in the rear area plot with a mix in 
the smaller plots. Most of the newer with a small mix of old Iris are located in the bigger side plot area. Also  mixed in are perennials in 
some of the gardens for all summer color with more to be added. I also have a smaller seed bed area and seedling area. Mike's specialty is 
the 'space age' iris. 
This is a 4th generation garden that seems to get bigger by the decade. It’s been a progressive work of love since the early 40’s , and has 
now added new seedlings in the 90’s. There is a mix of new and old everywhere and also a mix of perennials and annuals for all summer 
color. When the back lot is in bloom it is like a very vivid Monet painting.   
This year he has expanded a section he calls his “Ladies of Snowboarding Variety” which involves some strange and vivid color 
combinations from breeding the historics particularly the Austin varieties. 
He also had to transplant his whole original plot last fall and has 3 more sections to dig up and separate this year. He will have lots of 
extras, if anyones interested. Please contact Mike for details. 
  
Open: Call for appt. 
 
Restrooms:  Yes 
 
Parking Facilities: Cars only. 
 
Directions:   Best if you use Yahoo maps site for directions. Or if you want: From Highway 50 take Forni Rd offramp Go north on 
Placerville Dr. past the County Fairgrounds and Raleys Supermarket. Turn left at the stoplight onto GreenValley Rd. Go to stop sign and 
turn Right onto Mallard Ln. Follow road to stop sign then turn left onto Cold Springs Rd.  Follow Cold Springs for a mile or so then you 
pass the Cold Springs Minimart on the left and Storage on the left. Go to the second street on the left and turn left onto Marva Lane. 
Follow Marva straight a couple blocks and you will see the Iris on the left and a circular Driveway. 
 
Restaurants/Eating Facilities/Picnic Area:  Small table, benches and scattered chairs for viewing. There are several restaurants 
within 10 minutes drive from the house in Downtown Placerville and the local area too. So, there is a good variety of eating 
establishments to choose from. Or just bag it!   
 
Bloom-time: Early April to mid late May 
 
Iris Sales: Not yet. 
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                                                                           Photos of Mike Chantry’s Garden 
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Region 14: Northern California, Nevada & Hawaii, cont’d 
 
Bluebird Haven Iris Garden 
 Mary Hess                                                                                                                                  phone        (530)620-5017 
 6940 Fairplay Rd.                                                                                                              E-mail:mhess1863@innercite.com 
 Somerset, California 95684                                                                           website: www.bluebirdhavenirisgarden.com 
 2000H + 1400 other varieties 
 
Facilities:  Bluebird Haven has a  Victorian look to it.  An area of landscaped iris, daffodils, wildflowers, shrubs and trees are 
surrounded by blocks of row-cultivated iris. Features are a gazebo, benches, and wandering paths to view the iris plantings.  Plenty of 
parking space. Tours welcome. About 1/2 hour from Placerville, and 1 hour from Sacramento.  Picnic tables available for those who 
would like to eat at the garden. 
 
Directions:  From Placerville; Hwy 50, take the Missouri Flat exit south to Pleasant Valley Rd.; follow PV Rd. east to E16 (Mt. Aukum 
Rd.), go south on E16 and turn left onto Fairplay Rd. 
From Sacramento; take Hwy 16 east to Plymouth; follow signs through River Pines via E16 by turning right onto Fiddletown Rd., then 
left onto Shenandoah Rd. (becomes Mt. Aukum Rd.); turn right onto Fairplay Rd. and watch for our sign. 
 
Bloom-time:  Peak TB bloom is around the last week of April – 3rd week of May.  Best to call ahead, if in doubt, because they are 
closed on rainy days.   
    
Open:  Second weekend in April (dwarf weekend) through third weekend of May,(depending on bloom, sometimes open longer), 
Wednesday through Saturday . 11 AM to  6 PM.  Other times  open by appointment.   
 
Restaurants:  Picnic spots at the garden or at Fitzpatrick Winery nearby – open on weekends. Several other small eating places nearby 
now open daily. 
 
Restrooms:  Yes. 
 
Iris Sales: Yes. Catalog available, listing many historic varieties for $1.00. Also order from website. 
 

                                               
                                                 Garden Glory (Whiting, 1940) 
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  Region 14: Northern California, Nevada & Hawaii, continued 
 
 
 Fran and Mark Madden                                                                                    phone (650) 366-5162 
 6861 Flat Creek Drive, PO Box 228                                                                                               E-mail:shortfall@att.net 
 Somerset, California 95684                                                                             
 200H + 600TB's 
 
Facility:  Approximately a half acre of raised beds show off the Madden's collection of tall and median bearded irises. Located only a 
few miles from Bluebird Haven Iris Garden and Amador Flower Farm daylily nursery. Also in between two wine producing regions, the 
Shenandoah Valley region of Amador County and the Fairplay region of El Dorado County. They are located in the historic Mother Lode 
area of California and there are historic towns and at least one gold mine tour available near by. 
 
Directions: From California State Highway 49 in Plymouth, take Shenandoah Valley Road (Eldorado County Road E-16) toward 
Fiddletown. Where the road forks, stay to the left toward River Pines. This will keep you on Shenandoah Valley Road. Continue on 
Shenandoah Valley Road, past vineyards and wineries, through the tiny towns of River Pines and Mount Aukum. (The name of the road 
changes to Mount Aukum Road). Pass the Mount Aukum General Store. Turn left onto Bertone Road and then right onto Flat Creek 
Drive. Garden is at 6861 Flat Creek Drive. Look for the big "W" in stones. 
 
Parking:  Cars are welcome, but there is no parking available for buses. 
 
Bloom-time:  Early to mid-May 
 
Hours: Weekdays or weekends, by appointment 
    
Restaurants: Sandwiches are available at the Mount Aukum General Store. The nearest full service grocery store is in Plymouth (15-20 
minutes away). 
 
Restrooms:  Yes. 
 
Iris Sales: No. 
 

                                  
Fran Madden’s Garden 
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Fran Madden’s Garden 
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 Region 14: Northern California, Nevada & Hawaii, continued 
 
Superstition Iris Gardens  
 Rick Tasco / Roger Duncan                                                                                                                                        (209)966-6277 
 2536 Old Highway   (Dept H11)                                                                                                       E-mail: randrcv@sierratel.com 
 Cathey's Valley, California 95306-9738                                                                   http//:community.webshots.com/user/rickt103               
221H + 775 mostly bearded, some beardless, also 1000's of seedlings 
 
The garden was one of the tour gardens for the 2004 AIS National Convention 
 
Facilities:  Superstition Iris Gardens is a state-licensed and inspected commercial iris garden, 2011 is their 25th year in business.  Rick 
and Roger both hybridize and have introduced many AIS award-winning irises. Rick’s SPLASHACATA won the 2005 Dykes Medal and 
his GOLDEN PANTHER won the 2009 Dykes Medal. The garden is located 45 miles west of Yosemite National Park and 25 miles east 
of Merced, California in the beautiful Sierra Nevada foothills. 
  
Directions:  Located at 2536 Old Highway, 2½ miles east from the intersection of CA State Route 140 and Old Highway. 
 
Parking: There is adequate on-site parking for cars, trucks, RV’s, and small buses.   
 
Bloom-time:  TB/Historic peak bloom is late April - early May, they have irises in bloom from late March through mid May. 
 
Open: April 15 - May 08; Friday - Sunday; 10 AM-5 PM., or by advance appointment.  AIS and HIPS members who are traveling are 
more than welcome to visit “almost anytime”, but please call ahead so they can be sure to be available.   
 
Restaurants and other Sites of Interest:  Very limited picnic tables available, 2  “local” café-type food places in Cathey’s Valley (3 
mi. East) and full service and fast-food restaurants are available in the historic gold-rush town of Mariposa (15 mi. East) and Merced (25 
mi. West).  
 
Restrooms:  Yes, a VERY CLEAN port-a-john! 
 
Iris Sales: Yes. A descriptive mail-order catalog is available, $1.50 for a two-year subscription. Specialize in rare and unique historic iris 
but we also have numerous selections for both the beginner and advanced collector. Catalog lists around 1,000 bearded iris in all classes, 
including a special section listing approx. 200 Historics. Internet photo albums with around 1,000 photos are at 
http://community.webshots.com/user/rickt103. 
 
 

                                                       
                                                            Peak Bloom 2010 at Superstition Iris Garden 
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Region 14: Northern California, Nevada & Hawaii, continued 
 
Gesine Lohr/Jean Richter/Bonnie Petheram  
1226 High Street                                                                                                                                            (510) 864-7962 
Alameda CA 94501                                                                                                Gesine    email:Gesine.lohr@gmail.com 
 200H + 25 TBs                                                                                                  Jean      email: richter@eecs.berkeley.edu 
 
 
Facility : A private garden in a suburb of San Francisco. The yard is small, and iris are planted mainly in pots, along with three recently 
redone raised beds.  Gesine has been collecting iris for a number of years. She started her love of iris when she inherited a few from her 
mother, also an iris lover, but not one who kept or knew the names. Gesine loves INDIAN CHIEF, which is one her mother grew, and 
also loves an ‘unknown’ that was her mother’s favorite, which she calls ‘Rose Gorczyca’, a beautiful blend of rose, pink and lavender. 
Gesine grows mostly pre 1940’s iris, but her roommate Jean specializes in Lloyd Austin iris, which are famous for their ‘space age’ 
characteristics. 
Gesine also loves to swap the older iris, so give her a call if you’re interested. 
There is no special parking for buses, you must park your car on the street. 
 
Directions: Call for directions. 
 
Bloom time: April-May, but there are a few rebloomers in the summer and fall. 
 
Open:  No special hours. Please call in advance, or E-mail, if you plan to visit. 
 
Restaurants: Many good restaurants in the downtown (Park Street) area of Alameda, also Berkeley and San Francisco and their world-
renowned restaurants are nearby.      
 
Restrooms: None. 
 
Iris Sales: Not available. 
 

                                                                    
                                                           Karen (Morrison, 1924) 
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Region 15: Southern California & Arizona 
 
Lakeside Iris Gardens 
Winona Stevenson                                                                                                                                                             (760) 378-3841 
8280 Entrada                                                                                                                                              E-mail: lakesideiris@aol.com 
Lake Isabella,1800 2160 TB, BB, IB,  arils,  LA, & SPU 
  2000 irises of all kinds. It is planted as a field of iris, with beds 100 feet long and 3 feet wide. Among the plantings are all the Dykes 
winners. Winona is also an accredited AIS judge. There are also a few roses growing here as well. Irises are also sold commercially and a 
list is available. 
 
Directions:   Off highway 178, halfway between Bakersfield and Ridgecrest. 
 
Parking Facilities: There is room for bus and car parking. 
 
Bloom-time:  Mid-late April to May 31. 
 
Open: Daily during bloom season. 
 
Restaurants/Eating Facilities: There is a patio available if you wish to bring lunch. Restaurant and grocery store across the highway . 
 
Restrooms:  Yes. 
 
Iris Sales: Yes. A catalog is available for 3.00, refundable with order. Occasionally offers sales at very low prices. This year about 51 
historic iris will be dropped permanently from the catalog, although Winona will offer them on a separate list this year only for those who 
are interested,  for a first class stamp,  SASE. They will include historics and non historics. 
  
                                                      
                                

      
Iduna(Goos & Koenemann, 1926)
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Region 15: Southern California & Arizona continued 
 
David and Judith Kennedy 
Kennedy Iris Garden                                                                                                 phone (661)-823-1907 
21404 Country Club Drive.                                                                                                        E-mail:kennedy@tminet.com   
Tehachapi, CA 93561                  
42H + 277 TBs 
   
 Facility :  This garden is a residential garden located on one half acre at 4500 feet altitude. It is an area of four seasons and very dry 
summers. There are ten iris beds of tall bearded current and historic iris. The Kennedys also grow roses and herbs. 
 
Directions:   Call or email for directions. 
 
Parking Facilities: There is parking for cars only. No bus. 
 
Bloom-time:  Mid April-end of May. 
 
Open: By appointment. Call ahead. 
 
Restaurants/Eating Facilities/Picnic Area:  No facilities for eating your own lunch.   

Some area restaurants are: The Apple Shed - 333 E. Tehachapi Blvd. 823-8333 
Domingo's Mexican Restaurant - 20416 Hwy 202 (Valley Blvd) 822-7611 
Jake's Steak House - 213 South Curry St 822-6015 

 
Restrooms:  No. 
 
Iris Sales: Upon request. Ask for list of available iris. 
 

                                                                
 Salar (DeForest, 1939)   



 45     

 
 

                                
  
 

Region 16: Canada 
 
 
BJ’s Iris Patch 
Barbara-Jean (BJ) Jackson                                                                                          Phone 204 761 3973 (cell).  
2421 McDonald Ave                                                                                                                      email: jacksonb@brandonu.ca 
Brandon MB  R7B 0A6 
Total Historic Iris: 111 Total Other iris mostly medians: 500 
       
Facility :  This is a private garden in the city.  In addition to the main gardening site, Barbara gardens on two 'borrowed' pieces of land 
nearby.  The main garden,  however, is on a single city lot that measures 52 feet x 120 feet in  
size.  There is precious little grass left except as paths to the various gardens. You can leave a message on the cell if you plan to visit. 
  
Directions:  Please call for directions. 
 
Parking: On Street Parking. 
 
Peak Bloom time:  Late May – Mid July. Our 'normal' season runs from late May with the dwarf iris to mid-July with the tall beardeds, 
siberians and spuria iris  blooming.  Recent years, however, have seen bloom starting a full two  
weeks earlier.  Peak bloom is normally the 3rd week in June 
 
Open:  No set hours. Call before you plan to visit to make sure someone is there to greet you or for directions. 
 
Eating Facilities: Available nearby. 
 
Restrooms: No. 
 
Iris Sales: Not available. 

                                                            
                                                      Marinella (Cayeux, 1937) 
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Aurora Borealis Iris Garden 
Terrance Laurin and Kate Brewitt Phone (home) 905-841-9676 
 120 Glass Drive  Email: tlaurin@rogers.com 
Aurora, Ontario Canada L4G 2E8                Website: under construction 
Total Historic Iris: 130+ Total Other iris: 300 
 
Facility : On display you will find a complete Dykes Memorial Medal collection plus other irises and perennials.  Types of 
irises grown include Reticulatas, MDBs, SDBs, IBs, MTBs, BBs, TBs, Siberians, Spurias and Species. An aril bred iris bed 
was added in 2008. 
Terrance is President of the Ontario Iris Society (ONIS) – AIS Region 2 affiliate. 
The garden is ½ hour north of Toronto, where there are other local gardens and historic sites available for visitors. 
 
Directions:  Call or email for directions. Aurora is ½ hour north of Toronto 
 
Parking: Parking for Cars only, no buses. 
 
Open: Open on appointment.  Call ahead to make sure someone is home.  This year’s ONIS President’s Open Garden is May 
23. 
 
Peak Bloom time:  Mid May to Mid June 
 
Eating Facilities: No facilities available at garden; Available nearby 
 
Restrooms: No. 
 
Iris Sales: Yes, but no catalog available. 
  
                 
                    

                                                        
                                                                      Garden Gate
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On Russell 
David Jewell                                                                                                              Phone (home) 705-878-5742 
99 Russell St West                                                                                                            email:djewell@onrussell.com 
Lindsay, Ontario, Canada K9V 2X5                                                                                          site www.onrussell.com 
   
Facility : The iris garden goes by the name ‘On Russell’. It is divided into two major sections for a total of approximately 
11,400 feet of growing space excluding boarder beds on the rest of the property, two greenhouses are located on the property 
one being a year round garden filled with orchids and the other a small glass house for early and late growing.  The garden 
features many labeled varieties of plants including Iris, daylilies and hosta as well as many other perennial plants.  The iris 
are mainly bearded: TB, SDB, MDB. It includes the entire Dykes Medal winners iris collection. 
 
Directions:  Complete Directions on the Website 
 

Parking: On street for  cars, no bus parking available 
 
Open:  David says the garden is always open. 
 
Peak Bloom time:  May 20 – June 21 
 
Eating Facilities: There are picnic tables. The garden is located near the historic downtown of Lindsay and there are eating 
establishments closeby. There are several places to eat around the area, The Grand Hotel, Terry's fish and chips to name a couple 
 
Restrooms: No. 
 
Iris Sales: Yes; catalog is available on request. Complete list of iris available on website as well as sale iris. 

                                                             
                                                           
                                              David Jewell’s Iris Garden – On Russell
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Eleanor Hutchison                                                                                                  Phone (home) 204 422-5983 
Box 13, Grp 55, RR 1                                                                                                                          email: eleanore@mts.net 
Manitoba, Ca    R5H 1R1                                                        
Total Historic Iris: 200  Total Other iris, TBs and species: 900+ 
       
Facility : 4 acres of landscaped gardens, plus 4 iris nursery beds.  I have over 1000 different iris, including historics and species iris. Also 
grown are hostas, daylilies, lilies, older perennials, including older peonies. The iris are mostly bearded iris, both dwarf and medians, 
although there are other TBs, species, spuria, pseudacorus, laevigata.  The garden is a display garden for both MIS & DIS since 2000.  
This year, the iris started blooming at the end of April.  Because of rebloom, I had at least 1 iris in bloom from April to just before 
Hallowe’en. There are other noteworthy display gardens in the area. One  Beausejour daylily garden is not too far away, and there are 
others. 
 
Directions:  Jpeg map available if required, email Eleanor. 
 
Parking: Car and bus parking available.  
 
Open:  Flexible 
 
Peak Bloom time:  Last week in May; first week in June 
 
Eating Facilities: There are picnic tables.  Other eating establishments nearby in Steinbach, which is about 15 or 20 minutes away. 
 
Restrooms: Yes. 
 
Iris Sales: Not yet. 
 

                                                 
                                                              Red Cloud (Farr, 1913) 
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Region 17: Texas 
 
 
Argyle Acres 
Joe and Donna Spears                                                                                                                                    phone   (940) 464-3680 
910 Pioneer Circle East                                                                                                                         toll-free fax  (866) 320-IRIS 
Argyle, Texas 76226-6714                                                E-mail: irises@argyleacres.com                              
600H + 1700 bearded                                                        web-site: www.argyleacres.com  
 
Facility:   Argyle Acres is a commercial garden and was one of several that were featured on the garden tours for the year 2000 National 
AIS Convention.  The display garden showcases bearded irises in a rustic setting with rock-lined beds and meandering trails at the 
Spears’ home. Additionally, cut bloomstalks from the iris fields are exhibited as bouquets on several tables.  Visitors seeing irises 
growing in the display garden, can reposition bouquets to compare color combinations or later review hundreds of photos on the Web site.  
Much of the garden is handicapped accessible.    
 
Directions:  Located north of Dallas/Fort Worth near Denton (map on web-site).  In Argyle, from US 377 and FM 407, go west on 407 
across the railroad tracks.  Take first left onto Stonecrest, ** first right on Forest Trail and then first left onto Pioneer Circle.  
From I-35W, take Exit 76 east about 1.6 miles to Stonecrest, turn right, **then as above. 
 
Bloom-time:  Peak bloom, approximately April 20. 
 
Open:  Noon - 5 PM daily; April 14-24, 2011 
Restaurants:  picnic tables available.   

 In Roanoke; (10 min. south), Babe's Chicken House,  Tues.- Sat. lunch and dinner;  lunch only Sunday. 
 Prairie House Steakhouse; open for lunch and dinner. Chili’s  – lunch and dinner. 
 In Argyle: Snooty Pig Café; excellent lunch plates with dessert; Papi’s Mexican Restaurant. 
 In Flower Mound; (15 min. east), Cristina's has the best Mexican food and  great service. 
 In Denton, 15 min. north, The Smokehouse – finest barbecue around and great salads.  

 
Restrooms:  Yes. 
 
Iris Sales: Yes;  historic and modern Texas hardy bearded irises.  Photos available at our Web site. 
 
 

                                            
                                                                Argyle Acres Front South View
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                                                          Donna in the garden
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Region 17: Texas, cont’d 
 
 
Angel Iris Farm 
Don and Janice Thompson                                                                                                                                   phone (903)771-6785                   
2970 Luella Rd                                                                                                                                      E-mail:      ciris03@yahoo.com 
Sherman Texas 75090-5151 
300 H,  700 other TB and Medians 

 Facility:   There are about 12 acres here with untouched woods on probably 6 of the acres. There are places you can walk around in the 
woods if you would like to. Janice has tried to include as many of the Sass irises that she can find. There are also newer ones from the 
years 2000-2009 in the front and back beds. Janice is an AIS judge and Co-chair of the HIPS rhizome sale. 

We are in the process of reconstructing, as our gardens will be included in the 2013 AIS Convention tour. We will still be open to visitors 
and everyone is welcome to come see the changes as they are put in.  Don and I are going to have raised beds for our personal iris and 
also the guest iris will be put into new 4’ by 10’ raised beds. We have been adding Historic and newer IB’s, BB’s and MTB’s. The Koi 
pond will have 12 new beds around it also. 

Directions:  From Hwy 75 turn onto Hwy 1417 East about 1 mile to County Barn. Right onto Luella Rd, about 4-5 miles. Our house is on 
the left. There is a sign in the front ‘Angel Iris Farm’. Turn onto the drive, to the grey house at end of drive. 

Parking: There is parking for buses if not wet.  

Bloom-time:  Mid April to May. 

Open:  Weekdays after 2:00 PM, Weekends 9 to 6 PM. 

Restaurants: There are some on Hwy 75. About 5 miles from the house. 

Restrooms:  Private but available. 

Iris Sales: Some – no catalog or list this year.. 

 

                                    .  
                                                                     Angel Acres Iris Farm 
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                                                      Scenes from Angel Iris Farm 
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Chillicothe Downtown Memorial Park 
Suzanne Butler, member of City Beautification Committee 
Address: 1801 CR 85 S   (P O Box 522)                                                            Phone (home)   (940) 839-4400 
Chillicothe TX 79225                                                                                              email:  suzanne.jean.butler@gmail.com 
                                                                                                        Other Phone (work)  (940) 552-6291 ext 2222    
                                                                                                                                 website: none - have FaceBook: 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Chillicothe-Downtown-Memorial-Park/141859652517963 
 
Facility: Approximately ½ city block square—several old businesses were demolished and salvaged.  The lots were donated to the city 
for a public park.  There is a gazebo and there are several benches. The formal raised iris beds hold iris donated from local families that 
were grown by their mothers, grandmothers, etc.  There are antique tractors on display. We have an area devoted to Texas native plants.  
A mural depicting early days in Chillicothe is painted on the wall of an old building. There are also roses, daylilies and various  
Perennials. Susan is a Texas Master Gardener and took the park as her MG project. Three other people are on the Beautification 
Committee,2 artists and a retired electrician! 
 
Places of Interest: Chillicothe was given the name of The Iris Village in the early 1900’s because of the many irises grown by the 
women in town. The United Methodist Church of Chillicothe is on the Texas list of Historical Buildings.  It was designed and built in 
1916 by architect Rockwell Henry Stuckey. It is in the classic Mission style with large stained glass windows. In the area is the ghost 
town of Medicine Mounds with a small museum.  This area is also known as the location of the recapture of Cynthia Ann Parker.  She 
was a child that was kidnapped and raised by the Comanche Indians. She was the mother of the last fighting Comanche Chief, Quanah 
Parker.  The towns of Vernon & Quanah (named after Quanah Parker) both have museums.  The Great Western Trail cattle drives came 
through the area and crossed the Red River at Doans Crossing north of Vernon.  There are many Geo cache sites in the area for those 
hobbyists. 
  
Directions:  Chillicothe, TX is approximately half way between Childress and Wichita Falls, TX 
On State Hwy 287 N—just south of the Texas/Oklahoma border. 
Our park is at the only traffic light in town at the intersection of Hwy 287 & FM 91. 
City Hall is right next door.  Population is approximately 700 people. 
 
Parking :  Yes—on street and off-street cars and buses. 
 
Bloom time: April is peak bloom time. 
 

Restaurants:�Love’s Steak & BBQ, Dairy Queen and The Dug-Out at L&M Grocery—(Remember we are a small town!) 
The cities of Vernon and Quanah are approximately 25 miles in either direction on Hwy 287.  They also have restaurants and 
motels.  
Iris Sales:  Yes,  but no Catalog        Cost:  $1 - $2 per fan. 
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                                              Scenes from Chillicothe Park 
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Region 18: Kansas & Missouri 
 
Sidney Ann Martin 
9320 Raytown Rd                                                                                                                                         phone: (816) 763-0227 
Kansas City, Missouri 64138-4866                            
100H plus 350 other, mostly TBs, a few SDB’s, and SIB’s 
 
Facility:  This is a large (1.5 acre) private garden, where the iris are growing in 10 different areas. Several large beds with curving, 
irregular shapes are raised and edged with rocks collected on vacations. There are about 40 SDB’s and a bed of about 30 different 
Siberians. Growing among the iris are columbine, larkspur, daylilies, clematis, true lilies, small shrubs, peonies and other perennials.. 
there is a shady perennial bed and a wildflower bed.. She grows ferns and woodland wildflowers such as jack-in-the-pulpit, mertensia and 
mayapples. She also grows hummingbird and butterfly attracting plants too. The iris are quite spectacular, as well as the daylily bloom 
time. Her goal is to have some beautiful blooms thruout the growing season. At last year’s AIS convention, Sydney opened her garden to 
the HIPS conventioneers and enjoyed meeting HIPS members from all over the country. 
 
Directions:  from I-470 in Southeast Kansas City, take the Raytown Rd.exit; go north on Raytown Rd; after crossing Bannister Rd (the 
only traffic light), the 3rd house north on the west side of the road; 9320 on the mailbox by road (we’re about 1 mile north of I-470). 
 
Bloom-time: April – Dwarfs and intermediates blooming. TB's from May 1 to June 1, with peak around May 12 to May 24. 
 
Open: Call to arrange time, usually available Fri, Sat, Sun, and Mon. 
 
Parking. Space for several cars; bus would have to park down the block at a Church parking lot. 
 
Restaurants: No food or drink available, but can use picnic tables and benches in the yard. There are several good restaurants within a 
few miles. 
 
Restrooms: Private for emergency; can also use gas station down at the corner. 
 
Iris Sales: No. 

 

 
 
                                                 Sidney’s Garden 2009
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Region 18: Kansas & Missouri, continued 
Judy Eckhoff 
7911 S. Yoder Rd                                                                                                                                  phone: (620) 662-8083 
Haven KS 67543                                                                                                                              email: judye@msinter.net                            
310H plus 730 other iris 
 
Facility:   This is a large garden with many types of iris, shrubs and other perennials. There is also a large vegetable garden, pond and 
shady areas, surrounded by farm land. The iris are of all types except Japanese. Judy has many Dykes and iris hybridized by Agnes 
Whiting. 
Yoder is a Quaint Amish town with gift shops. 
 
Directions:  9 miles south of Hutchinson, KS or 1.5 miles north of Yoder KS 
 
Bloom-time: May 10-20 
 
Open: Anytime. 
 
Parking. Space for cars or bus. 
 
Restaurants/Eating Facilities:  There is a place to eat on the property if you bring your own lunch. 
 
Restrooms: Yes 
 
Iris Sales: Yes. No catalog 

                                       

                                   
                                                      Cameliard (Sturtevant, 1927) 
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Region 18: Kansas & Missouri, continued 
 
*Missouri Botanical Garden – Historic Iris Garden 
Jim Morris – volunteer                                                                                                                            
682 Huntley Heights Dr, Ballwin MO  60321                                                                                              email:  morrisje1@aol.com                  
Jason Delaney, Sr. Horticulturist                                                                                                         Iris Garden Phone: 314-577-5100 
MOBOT address 4344 Shaw Blvd                                                                                                    MOBOT  website:www.mobot.org 
St. Louis, MO  63110                                                                                                                 Other website:   www.stlouisirises.com 
150 Historic, and 1000+ other iris 
 
Facility : This iris garden is an historic site, part of the Missouri Botanical Garden. It is a large garden of about 79 acres, established in 
1859. It is the oldest continuous botanical garden in the country. It boasts a Dykes bed of iris as well as many kinds of iris (Species, 
Species x, MDB, SDB, IB, TB, BB, SIB, LA, and JI) as well as a full range of Temperate Zone plantings. There is a Japanese zigzag 
bridge with plantings surrounding it as well. The historic iris range from the early ‘florentina' through the 1960’s varieties. 
  
Directions: Near downtown St. Louis, I-44 Venderventer Exit. Follow Missouri Botanical Garden Signs. 
 
Parking: There is room for buses and cars. Free parking. 
 
Bloom Time: May 15, is peak for TBs 
 
Open:  Daily 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM. 
 
Restaurants: Cafeteria onsite.  
 
Other Local Interests: St. Louis Arch, St. Louis Zoo. 
 
Restrooms: Yes.  
 
Picnic Tables: Yes. 
 
Iris Sales: Yes. 3.00 to 5.00 per rhizome.  No catalog. 
 
 
 
 

                                                              
 
 

                            Japanese Garden, Missouri Historical Gardens 
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 Region 19: New Jersey 
 
Laetitia Munro                                                                                                                         phone: 973-208-8490                       
49 Hilltop Rd                                                                                                                                        email: sugarbean1@optonline.net 
Newfoundland NJ 07435                                                                                    
400 H + 250+ other bearded 
   
 Facility :  This is a private garden with irises planted in the front, sides and back of the house. In addition, there are pots of irises on the 
deck. The iris garden started in 1999 and  has grown exponentially ever since. Most of the iris are bearded historics,  but there are modern 
beardeds  and a few Louisiana's.  There is no special way the iris are arranged, in that the modern and historic are all interspersed. Along 
with the iris, I grow pardancandas, some daylilies other perennials and  a few ornamental trees.  There is always a place for old and 
unusual NOIDS. An iris does not have to have a name to be beautiful and appreciated. My favorite iris are the older rare ones, especially 
brown and pink toned ones. While the garden is packed beyond reason, there is always room for a few more; always some grass that can 
be spared in favor of new iris.   
 
Directions:   From the South:  From the NYC Lincoln Tunnel area: Take Rte 3W (~9 mi.)  to Rte46 W(~3.8 mi.)  to Rte 23 N. Go about 
17 miles , get off at Old Rte 23. Take that exit and look for Kanouse Rd, which is only ¼ mile away. Turn right on Kanouse Rd, go one 
short block; make a left onto Hilltop Rd. Go  to almost the top of the hill and I am on the left hand side.   If you take the Garden State 
Expressway  take exit 153B to Rte 3W. From South NJ: take 287 North, get off on exit 52b. Follow signs for Butler/Riverdale 23N and 
proceed as above toward Old Rte 23.   From the North: Can take Rte 23S to Old Rte 23, get off at Lakeland Plaza like you were making a 
U turn, but proceed straight onto Old Rte 23 and proceed as above. From the West: Take Rte 80 to Rte 287N and proceed as above. From 
North NY State:  take NY Thruway to 287S and proceed to Rte 23 as above. 
  
Parking Facilities: Yes to cars; small bus can park at the end of the large cul de sac, ½ block further away. 
 
Bloom-time:  May 20 through June 30. 
 
Open: Daytime during bloom season. Please call ahead and let me know you are coming. 
 
Restaurants and Places to Eat: You can bring lunch and eat on the deck. Other restaurants in the area are Village Square about 1 
mile up Rte 23 N; Victoria's (6 miles up Rte 23N), Franco's Pizza (5 miles down rte 23 on the N side),  and a few fast food places such as 
Burger King, Dairy Queen, etc in the area. 
 
Restrooms:  Private, can ask to use if needed. 
 
Iris Sales: No.  

                                                 
                                                         Laetitia’s Garden – Northside bed 
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Region 19: New Jersey, continued 
 
PRESBY MEMORIAL IRIS GARDEN S                                                             email:  presbyiris@comcast.net 
474 Upper Mountain Avenue                                                                Linda Sercus – Garden Director 
Upper Montclair, NJ  07043                                                                    Telephone:  (973) 783-5974 
                                                                                                                                            Website: http://www.presbyirisgardens.org 
1500+ H / 1000+ other bearded, spurias, Louisianas, Japanese, Siberian and species iris 
 
Facility:   This living museum of iris was established in 1927 to honor Frank H. Presby, a local citizen, horticulturalist, and one of the 
founding members of the AIS.   It sits at the base of Mountainside Park, a 6 acre public park in Montclair, NJ with the Victorian Walther 
House next door serving as the gardens’ headquarters. The gardens were designed by John Wister, landscape architect and original 
President of the AIS, to commemorate the passing of his friend.   Many of the original irises planted in the gardens came from the private 
iris collection amassed by John Wister in post WWI Europe. 
 
The gardens are laid out in formal raised beds and sweep like a rainbow on the perimeter of the hillside of the park featuring over 8000 
irises with the oldest from 1500 to 2009.  A meandering stream bed runs the length of the gardens and is the featured location for the 
Japanese, Siberian and Louisiana iris.  The bearded iris beds are delineated by decades but also include a specialized Dykes Medal 
winners bed, a remontent bed, and a wide range of medians. All irises are labeled with names, hybridizers, type and year of introduction.  
Rare Hungarian lilacs flank the gardens grass paths; black bamboo, winter blooming witch hazel and other unusual ornamentals can be 
found in the gardens.  
 
Presby is listed on the state and federal register of historic sites.  Presby has now partnered with the Master Gardeners of Essex County, 
where Master Gardeners can come to learn as well as help at Presby.  Thanks to the Essex County Parks Department, the Walther House 
has had a much needed renovation and face lift.  
The Bloom Room, Presby’s gift shop, is located in the Walther house and sells a variety of gifts, household and garden items, many with 
an iris motif.  In addition,  potted iris, peony and other plants are for sale when available, as well as bags of rhizomes (see below in sales 
area).  
Presby encourages all to visit the newly revamped website listed above, to learn about upcoming events, and join the mailing list.   
 The Annual Family Garden Party will be held on May  28. It will feature live music, refreshments and student art work. 
Want to see Presby up close and personal? Check the 24/7 live cam available on the website. 

 
Presby relies solely on donations from the public, fund-raising by the Board of Trustees, and foundations/grants for its operating 
revenues.  
Suggested Donation of $5.00 per visitor is gratefully accepted. 
 
DIRECTIONS :  Detailed Directions are available on the website. 
 
PARKING FACILITIES:   Cars can park along Upper Mountain Avenue or Highland Avenue above the gardens.  No private parking 
except for disabled/handicapped visitors in the staff parking lot.  Buses park along Upper Mountain Avenue depending on availability. 
 
OPEN:  Daily/Dawn to Dusk. 
 
BLOOM TIMES :  Miniatures start blooming in late April.  Tall Beardeds bloom between early May and June 6.  Peak viewing is 
Memorial Day weekend.  Siberians bloom late May-mid June.  Japanese iris bloom through late June.  Remontants’ second bloom is 
September through Thanksgiving. Bloom season in 2011 is officially  May 14 – June 5, 2011. 
 
RESTAURANTS:  Renowned for its eateries, Montclair boasts a variety of restaurants to suit every budget and taste within one mile of 
the gardens.  Benches throughout the gardens and the grassy slope of the mountain will accommodate picnickers.   
 
RESTROOMS:  Yes – Handicap access in the Carriage House 
 
IRIS SALES:  Potted historic named bearded and Siberian iris are available during bloom season.  Bags of mixed unnamed rhizomes are 
also available when purchased during bloom season and picked up in late July/early August. There will be a potted plant sale on May 
6.,7th at 10 AM. Check the website for more dates when excess rhizomes will be available for sale.  
 
WORKSHOPS/TOURS/SEMINARS:  Check website for information periodically as Presby offers tours and seminars on iris as well as 
other garden topics. 
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                                                Hungarian Lilac at Presby Iris Garden 
 
 
 
 

              
 

                                   Walther House – Presby Memorial Iris Garden  
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Region 20: Colorado 
  
Iris Colorado 
Lowell Baumunk                                                                                                                                                           (303) 908-2450 
10918 N. Sunshine Dr.                                                                                                                 e-mail: lbaumunk@iriscolorado.com 
Littleton CO 80125 
 50+ H + 200 other bearded, including a large collection of bearded species. 
 
 Facility :  Iris Colorado is a small commercial garden on one acre. There are extensive rock gardens and perennial plantings. Lowell, 
who is a retired teacher also is well known for his photography. He has been hybridizing modern bearded iris since 1991, and has several 
AIS award winners.   
 
Open  By appointment. 
 
Restrooms:  no.  
 
Directions:  From intersection of C-470 and Santa Fe Drive (Highway 85):  Four miles south on Santa Fe to Titan Parkway.  Three 
miles west on Titan to Wildlife Way.  One mile north (Wildlife becomes Sunshine) and look for 10918 on the mailbox on the right. 
 
From the south on I-25, US 85 exit on north side of Castle Rock:  About 12 miles north and west on highway 85 to Titan Parkway.  Three 
miles west on Titan to Wildlife Way.  One mile north (Wildlife becomes Sunshine) and look for 10918 on the mailbox on the right. 
 
Bloom-time:  Peak bloom time is usually around June 1. 
 
Iris Sales:  Lowell Baumunk's introductions are sold through the Iris Colorado Website: 
   
                                                   

                                        
                                                            Swazi (Bliss, 1922)
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Region 21: Iowa, Nebraska, South Dakota, and North Dakota 
 
Rainbow Iris Farm 
Kelly D. Norris                                                                                                                                 phone: 712 523 2807 
3149 Kentucky Ave                                                                                                         email: irisfarm@frontiernet.net 
Bedford, Iowa 50833-8039                                                                                           website: www.rainbowfarms.net 
250+H + ~1,500 TBs, IB’s, BB’s, MTBs, SDB’s,  MDB’s, limited numbers of beardless            

 
Facility : Rainbow Iris Farm was purchased by the Norris family in September 2002, and the operation was moved from Texas to the 
Norris’ farm in southwest Iowa.  It is a commercial venture, which sells mainly the modern bearded iris. In summer 2007 the business 
acquired the inventory of Gormley Greenery, significantly increasing the size of their commercial inventory.  Kelly’s special interest in 
historics has led to a sizeable offering of these as well. Historics are labeled in italics in their annual sales catalog.  Kelly is 21 years old 
and has been appointed Editor of the AIS Bulletin. He became interested in iris through his grandmother, who also grew iris for many 
years. The farm’s display garden is designed in an L-shape near the shipping barn and shop. It includes a sampling of the commercial 
varieties that they grow. Customers are welcome to browse the seven acres of production fields as well.  The Norris family invites you to 
‘Bloomfest’, the farm’s annual celebration of irises in bloom, which will be held May 17th and June 1st. 
Kelly’s collection of MTBs has greatly increased to include about 250 different ones. 

 
Directions: From Bedford take county road N44 south to 310th Street. Turn right and travel 1.75 miles. From Maryville take MO Hwy. 
148 north across the border to 322nd Street. Turn right and travel about 3 miles. Turn left on Kentucky Ave and travel 1 mile. 
 
Parking:  There is room for parking buses on the property. 
 
Bloom-Time: May 1st-June 7th. 
 
Open:  Open daily, May 9-31, M-Sa, 9-6, Su, 1:30-5:30. 
 
Restaurants:  Junction Café, Bedford Country Club, and Godfather’s Pizza. 
 
Restrooms: Yes. 
 
Iris Sales: Yes. Catalogs are available and mail order is their specialty.  Full color online store available on the website. 
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                                                         Rainbow Iris Farm
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Region 21: Iowa, Nebraska, South Dakota, and North Dakota 
 
Wanda Lunn   
526 Bezdek Drive NW                                                                                                                                       phone: 319-396-4933 
 Cedar Rapids, IA 52405                                                                                                                                       cell:  319-558-7533 
 113 Historics + 200  other Beardeds, Siberians, Japanese Iris                                                   work  1-888-921-1001 toll free 
                                                                                                                                                                 email   w.lunn@mchsi.com 
 
Facility : Wanda planted her first iris 50 years ago when her Great-Grandmother came to live with her family. In the mid 1960s, her 
Grandmother came to live with them and brought more of her favorite iris. She still grows some of them. The mixed iris & perennial 
gardens at this house have been planted over the past 20 years. Trading with friends on the Internet has vastly increased the collection 
over the past 10 years. The iris are planted with an eye to color contrasts as well as height and bloom quality. She extends the iris season 
with early Dwarfs, Intermediates and late Tall Beardeds. The gardens are well kept and have been open to the public for several years. 
She loves to have visitors stop and enjoy the beautiful iris colors. Her favorites are the 1930s to 1950s--pre-ruffles. Big & elegant 
beauties. They bring memories of her Great Grandma & Grandma's gardens. 
 
The garden is on a 1/2 acre city lot. The flower beds are from 8 to 20 foot deep and each one is 30-60 foot long. There is also a large 
collection of  300 daylilies, 250 lilies plus over 100 different perennials in the mixed  beds. All the iris clumps have easy to read garden 
markers with name, breeder & year introduced. The center of the yard is grassy with plenty of shade. Easy to walk and plenty of places to 
rest.  Wanda  has given Iris presentations at the Des Moines Botanical Center, Siouxland Garden Conference , various garden clubs and 
Master Gardener Events.  In 2010 she taught a 3 class course on growing Iris, Daylilies & Lilies  for the local community college. She 
also has several public "Open Gardens" planned   
  
In  May 2010 the newly organized AIS affiliate "Iris Across Iowa" club met in her garden. Wanda has had published articles in “The Iowa 
Hoticulturist”. Several Garden Bus Tours have visited in past years. 
  
Editor’s note: Wanda has one of the loveliest, healthiest displays of iris that I have ever seen on the ‘net. The soil and conditions must 
really agree with the iris at this location 
 
Directions: : Interstate 80 to Interstate 380 to Cedar  Rapids. Take Highway #30  West. To  Edgewood Road exit . Turn North on 
Edgewood Road toward town. Take Edgewood Road for about 3 miles to E Avenue NW. Turn West on E Avenue. Third road on your 
left is Bezdek Drive.  Turn left and follow jog of Bezdek Drive to 4th house on South side of the street.  
 
Parking:  There is room for parking buses on the street. 
 
Bloom-Time: Mid April to Mid May for Dwarfs & Intermediates. Mid May to Mid June for Tall Beardeds. 
 
Open:  The Garden can be open for visitors almost any time during bloom season if you call Wanda ahead of time at her work location. 
 
Restaurants:/Place to Eat:  Patio &  lawn with chairs available  . 
 
Restrooms: Yes. 
 
Iris Sales: July and August. 

                                                        
                                                                    Wanda’s Garden 
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Wanda Lunn’s Garden 2009 
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                             Bertha Gersdorff in Wanda’s Garden (Sass, 1942)
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Region 21: Iowa, Nebraska, South Dakota, & North Dakota 
 
*Sass Memorial Iris Garden  
contact: Susan Anderson  at:                                                                                                                                           (402)731-0962 
 4102 Southern Hills Drive                                                                                                                     E-mail: nasusga@hotmail.com  
 Bellevue   NE 68147                                                                                                                    website: greateromahairissociety.org 
Garden is located in Mahoney State Park 
 
 
Facility:   The Sass Memorial Iris Garden is sponsored and maintained by the Greater Omaha Iris Society in honor of the Sass family of 
Bennington, Nebraska.  Hans, Henry and Jacob Sass extensively hybridized and introduced (1923 - 1957) many cultivars.  Many modern 
hybrids can trace their heritage back to a Sass iris. The garden includes about 120 Sass irises and over twenty Sass peonies.  A bed of 
modern reblooming iris along the path provides early and late bloom.  A collection of the American Dykes Medal winners and a 
collection of the Sass medal winners make up the remainder of the garden.   
In 2009,  the Mahoney State Park staff  doubled the planting space extending the beautiful landscaping.  
There is now a new web site for the Greater Omaha Iris Society.  It includes an entire section on the Sass Memorial Gardens.   See the   
link mentioned above 
The work goes on to find, acquire and identify as many of the missing Sass iris as possible. This collection is the most extensive 
collection of Sass iris that we know about. This is a wonderful tribute to an American icon in the development of our bearded iris; the 
Sass brothers have contributed  in so many areas: pinks red and rust plicatas come to mind, just to name a couple. 
 
Directions:  Located in Mahoney State Park, about half way between Omaha and Lincoln, NE.  Take first exit (#426) on I-80 west of the 
Platte River in Nebraska. 
 
Bloom-time:  Generally begins in mid-May.  
 
 Open:  Mahoney State Park, park hours, 8:00 am - 8:00 PM daily. 
 
Restaurants:  Lodge has a full service restaurant, lunch available and lodgings. 
 
Restrooms:  Yes, not far from the display area.                                      
 

                                      
 

                                            Sass Memorial Iris Garden  

 
 
International UK    - Great Britain 
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Seagate Iris 
Wendy and Julian Browse                                                                                                                          phone: 44 1406  363189 
Long Sutton By-pass                                                                                                                        nursery phone 44 1406 365138 
Long Sutton, Lincs                                                                                                                                E-mail: julian@irises.co.uk 
England, PE12 9DF                                                                                                                                 website: www.irises.co.uk 
200H+  500+ Bearded and beardless Siberian and Spuria 
   
Facility :  Seagate is a commercial garden. There is an acre display garden for visitors, and also a stock field, which could be visited by 
appointment. The Browses started Seagate, after purchasing some land a former potato field in 1999, built a new commercial iris garden, 
and began offering an iris catalog in 2000 with 100 iris. It has grown to over 500 iris today and they currently produce a lovely color 
catalog. They plan to start selling a few ensatas this year, and would also like to increase the species they carry. They have a selection of 
historics, some of which are not found in this country. It might well be worth a trip, if you happen to be travelling abroad. Julian is 
interested in increasing the historic collection, and the business is growing. They have been involved with gardeners who are interested in 
restoring historic plantings.    
 
Directions: Beside the A17 Sleaford to King’s Lynn road where it passes Long Sutton - about 100 miles north of London. Probably best 
to call ahead for directions.  
  
Parking Facilities: There is room for car parking only; no bus. 
 
Bloom-time: April to mid-July. 
 
Open: 10:00 to 17:00 seven days a week, April to mid July. 
 
Restaurants/Eating Facilities/Picnic Area: There is a picnic table for your use.   
 
Restrooms:  Yes. 
 
Iris Sales: Yes. There is a catalog. It costs 6.00 in US currency. It has a nice selection of glossy color pictures. They will sell abroad, but 
one must add the cost of a phytosanitary certificate. Contact Seagate for details. 
 
 

                                
 

                                                                          Seagate Iris Farm 
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International - Germany 
 

Brenneter Irisgarten 
Fritz Lehmann                                                                                                                                     Home Phone: +49 7762 565047 
Rheinstr. 4                                                                                                                                                       Cell     +49 173 3422537 
Wehr    Germany  79664                                                                                                             Email:   f.lehmann@irisparadise.com 
570 Historic Iris, 300 Other bearded irises                                                                                        Website:   www.irisparadise.com 
  
Facility : Fritz’ garden is a new HIPS display garden for 2010. He has been a prolific contributor of iris pictures to the forum on the 
HIPS website. Some of the iris are very rare, perhaps not even available or growing in the US. The iris garden  is divided into 4 areas, 2 
display gardens with more than 400 iris varieties, interspersed with dozens of Sempervivum, asters, lilies, and many others, an area as a 
babystation for seedlings and irises in pots, for which they have yet to find a place. Also on the 2500 m² (0.6 acre) garden are several 
small areas with up to 30 varieties of iris planted within them. Fritz specializes in Goos & Konemann and French historic iris. 
  
Directions: At the backside of the trainstation Wehr/Brennet, at the state route B34 between Bale (Switzerland) and Waldshut 
(Germany) at the borderline to Switzerland. Look at www.irisparadise.com  ’Anfahrt’  for a link to Google-Maps. 
 
Parking:  There is room for some buses and cars  to park directly in front of the garden. 
 
Bloom Time: MDB + SDB end of April, IB, BB + TB middle to end of May. 
 
Open:  Anytime. 
 
Restaurants and Historic Places of Note: There are local restaurants within 2-3 miles of the facility, and there is space for a picnic 
on the banks of the Rhine (200 m / 219 yd) and last but not least there is enough place for picnic in our garden. Other places of 
historic/botanical interest nearby include Merian Park, Botanical Garden of Bale (Switzerland), 21 km / 13 mi,  Graefin von Stein-
Zeppelin, Laufen, 60 km / 38 mi. 
 
Restrooms: No, but nearby at the train station. 
 
Iris Sales: Yes, but no catalog. 
 
 

                                              
Brenneter Irisgarten 
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                Creek Bed – Presby Memorial Iris Gardens – Upper Montclair NJ 
 
  

           
 

Doris Rebert’s Iris Garden, Westminster MD 
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 72     

Mary Blatz Corner Bed  - Marcellus NY 

         
 
 

                             Pickle Barrel House – Historic Site – Iris Planting 2010 
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                                      George Bacon’s Garden Clump Lady Friend 
 
 

                
                                                       Mary Blatz’ Garden 
 


